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The Holy Scriptures 
By W. M. Czamanske 
HE Scriptures have survived the 
threat 
Of sure defeat and rout; 
They are an anvil that has worn 
All human hammers out. 


Far sharper than a two-edged sword, 
They pierce each joint and part, 
Till every secret is explored 
That lurks within the heart. 


Through all the Scriptures, as we read, 
There runs a crimson thread 

That tells us why Christ bore the cross 
And why His blood was shed. 


The Scriptures are God’s final Word, 
Unchanged from age to age, 

Man’s treasure-trove of saving truth, 
Our priceless heritage. 


Profitable Conversation 


How often do we make a conscious 
effort to let our “speech be alway with 
grace, seasoned with salt”? (Col. 4:6.) 
Too often when friends get together they 
talk personalities rather than ideas, or 
speak of’ the trials of Christian work 
rather than its joys, or the perplexities 
of modern life rather than some of the 
bright prospects God has set before us. 
No doubt “people are funny”—but that 


of course means others, not ourselves; 
and life is full of perplexities and much 
of the world is in a sad state. Life on 
earth does have its dark side, but there 
is always a bright side, especially for 
the believer. What we talk about comes 
from what we are thinking about, “for 
out of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth speaketh” (Matt. 12:34). If we 
talk too much about ourselves or our 
own work, it shows that we are too 
self-centered. If we are in the habit 
of dwelling on the faults of others, 
it probably means we have taken 
our eyes off the Lord and fixed them 
on men, and may indicate a_ secret 
feeling that we are much better than 
those we are talking about and would 
not think of falling into their errors and 
sins. How much pleasanter, sweeter, 
and more profitable conversation could 
be made if we deliberately turned our 
eyes away from ourselves and our real 
or imaginary troubles, and made an 
effort to get others to talk of their in- 
terests, their work, and their families! 
We can all learn from each other, if we 
are humble enough, and a few courteous 
and thoughtful questions will often bring 
out much interesting information. In 
Malachi’s day “they that feared the Lord 


spake often one to another: and the 
Lord hearkened, and heard it, and a 
book of remembrance was written before 
him for them that feared the Lord, 
and that thought upon his name” (Mal. 
3:16). It would be well if, when we 
meet friends, we made it a practice from 
time to time to ask them what good 
things they have found in the Word, 
what recent blessing the Lord has 
brought into their lives, how they have 
seen His hand in protection and pro- 
vision. The Lord Jesus made skillful 
use of questions, asking over two hun- 
dred (according to one careful count in 
the Gospels), and thus drawing out the 
thoughts of His disciples and then 
instructing them. Without becoming 
involved in subjects that we know are 
highly controversial among Christians, 
we could from time to time ask our 
friends for their thoughts on certain 
passages of Scripture which may be 
somewhat obscure, but may prove to be 
interesting and instructive. Much de- 
pends on whether we are looking in, or 
up and out, aiming to please God instead 
of ourselves. If we let God’s Spirit have 
His way, He can make us good listeners 
and give us something worth while to 
say at the right time. 


z 


Ill. Testimonies From the New Reformation 


This is the third in a series of three editorials by Ernest Gordon, telling 

of the experiences of converted Roman Catholic priests. This is taken 

from “Why Did I Leave the Church of Rome?” by Luis Padrosa (Span- 
ish Christian Mission, 3 Hillsboro Ave., Toronto 5, Ont., $1.) 


HEN Luis Padrosa left the 

W Church of Rome, he was obliged, 
for safety’s sake, to leave Spain 

also, and on the evening before his de- 
parture he addressed his “very dear 
brethren in the Lord,” the members of 
the Baptist Church of Tarrasa. It was 
a moving address. He first described 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“There is therefore now no 
condemnation to them which 
are in Christ Jesus, who walk 
not after the flesh, but after the 
Spirit” (Rom. 8:1). 




















himself (as Paul did) as a persecutor 
of the brethren, though it was appar- 
ently rather in spirit than in deed that 
he persecuted. He was wont to hold 
large “retreats” for big factory owners, 
members of Catholic Action and others, 
and on such occasions discussed the ac- 
tive heresy of Protestantism in the 
neighborhood. To the gentlemen of 
Tarrasa he said: 

“Don’t you feel ashamed that here in 
Tarrasa is the principal seat of Protes- 
tantism for all Catalonia and you have 
not been able to strangle it?” 

“All right,” came the reply. “Don’t 
worry, father.” And another, “All my 
millions are at your disposal.” And a 
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thitd, “What do you want us to do?” 

“Get me a list of all the Protestants 
of Tarrasa.” So the planned campaign 
was formed. 





“Meanwhile I was studying the subject 
with absolute sincerity. As I searched 
Holy Scripture I asked myself, ‘Where 
is the infallibility of the Pope, Eucha- 
ristic fasting, the Mass?’ I could not 
find them! 

“A titanic struggle went on within me, 
I came to see that in Catholic teaching 
Jesus Christ is presented as a fossil, a 
corpse nailed to a cross, no longer alive. 
The Church cannot get a Catholic to 
love Jesus Christ and, if there is no love, 
there is no possibility of salvation, how- 
ever many masses, scapularies, medal- 
lions, novenas, and images you have. It 
is useless unless there is sincere love 
and faith, and there cannot be such love 
unless a man sees Christ who was alive 
and who died for him.” 

Dr. Padrosa had been through fifteen 
years of intense ecclesiastical training. 
He had long been a popular preacher of 
the Jesuit Order, celebrated throughout 
Spain. Also a much sought lecturer on 
psychology. Indeed, he was vice-presi- 
dent of the International Committee of 
Catholic Psychologists and Psychiatrists. 
He had founded and was director of the 
Loyola Institute in Barcelona. To his 
retreats came the high aristocracy as 
well as men of affairs. In short, an emi- 
nent, very active, widely known, and 
highly trained churchman, 

His witness to Christ is given in a 
little more than fifty pages, and is as 
keen and convincing as it is brief. If 
this is sown deep throughout Spanish- 
speaking lands, there will be Reforma- 
tion harvests in years to come, and the 
same can be said of English-speaking 
lands. This able mind has for many 
years been weighing the evidence pro 
and con, of Romanism and the New Tes- 
tament, and there are many, to me, un- 
usual and original observations which 
carry great weight. They have to do 
with papal infallibility, the necessity of 
a visible church, church unity, tradi- 
tion, the status of Mary, confession, Eu- 
charistic fasting, ecclesiastical celibacy. 

Thus, of the obligatory use of Latin 
in the Mass. So necessary is it to use 
Latin that it is, better, he says, not to 
celebrate it at all than to use the col- 
loquial language. Yet everyone knows 
. that the conversation at the Last Supper, 
as well as the words of our Lord on the 
cross, were not spoken in Latin nor even 
first recorded in that language. The 
faithful at Mass do not understand Latin, 
nor does the boy who repeats the re- 
sponses, often incorrectly. If it were 
in his own tongue he would be profited. 


“What an inversion of values to the. 


detriment of souls! Is there anyone who 
can possibly believe that if a priest says 
to God, ‘Miserere mei Deus secundum 
magnam misericordiam tuam,’ God hears 
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his prayers and is satisfied; but if he says, 
‘Have mercy upon me, O God, according 
to thy loving-kindness,’ not only will He 
not hear him, but He will be so greatly 
offended that He will condemn that dar- 
ing priest to eternal® suffering?” 





The Roman Catholic must fast from 
midnight if he wishes to take Commun- 
ion the following day, in spite of the fact 
that the Lord gave the Eucharist to his 
apostles immediately after the Supper. 
“If one, for reasons of health, should 
take a small tablet or, in forgetfulness, 
drink a little water, then he is not 
worthy to receive the body of Christ. 
On the other hand, he who has grumbled 
or lost his temper or even stolen, can 
go and take Communion because his 
Church tells him these are only venial 
sins, 

“Can anyone honestly believe that 
whefe a drop of water or a tablet has 
been taken, the Lord Jesus Christ can- 
hot enter? Did He not say that that 
which cometh out of your heart defileth, 
not that which goeth into the mouth? 

“But one can be dispensed.” That is 
sophism! How could a man with a weak 
heart, who feels a slight attack and 
knows that a little medicine taken im- 


(Continued on page 78) 








Notes on Open Letters 


“Comfort for Dark Days” 


In response to the request in the 
issue of December 20 for testimonies 
concerning help received from the Scrip- 
ture verses appearing each week in the 
box on the first page of the TIMEs, a 
number of replies have been received. 
It is not possible to use all in this 
column, but the Editor wishes to thank 
all who have written expressing appre- 
ciation of “Comfort for Dark Days,” and 
is glad to publish below portions of sev- 
eral letters, 


How many times I have been blessed 
through “Comfort for Dark Days”! 
It is the first thing I look for when 
my copy arrives. Again and again 
the printed verse of Scripture has been 
the answer to problems that were 
overwhelming me. 

Then, having been lifted up, I write 
to a tried one whom I know in another 
city, quoting that particular message 
of comfort, and invariably receive a 
letter from her—“That verse was just 
what I needed, praise God!” 

May the Lord continue to bless this 
special printed ministry and every de- 

artment and worker of THE SUNDAY 

CHOOL TimEs.—A Brooklyn reader. 


I have been a subscriber to THE SuN- 
pAY ScHooL Times for one year. With 
the first issue, my attention was imme- 
diately attracted to the bottom of the 
first page to the little box and the words 
“Comfort for Dark Days.” At first, I 
was rather intrigued with the realiza- 
tion there was a different verse each 
week! . As time has gone on, I have 
marveled in the fact that God’s Word 
is simply inexhaustible, and the Editor 
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does not have to rely on a few verses 
for continuation of this feature. In- 
deed, all of us need comfort, for these 
days are dark. What an appropriate 
title! I have been encouraged in pre- 
paring my Sunday school class lessons, 
to pass on to my people words of cheer 
each week, taken out of God’s Book, 
to bring some comfort to them, too. 
As I close the magazine, always facing 
me are the words, “Comfort for Dark 
Days.” It keeps me aware that, as 
teachers, we have a real message of 
cheer and encouragement to pass on to 
our class members, many of whom 
only know the Bible and its precious 
contents through our weekly testimony 
and teaching. May God continue to 
give guidance for these verses in the 
coming days.—A New York reader, 


How grateful I am that you give us 
the opportunity to tell you that the 
“Comfort for Dark Days” is really a 
comfort! My vocabulary fails me when 
I try to explain how dark the days 
have been since I witnessed a tragedy 
that took away my companion. Life 
is so empty, and I’ve failed to under- 
stand why I’m left to grow old alone; 
but it seems that each week the verse 
quoted from God’s holy Word is just 
the inspiration and comfort needed. 
I clip and paste them in a scrapbook, 
dedicated “To the Sad of the Earth,” 
and I plan to pass it on to others.—A 
Texas reader, 

For some time I had longed to ex- 
perience good health, that I might 
serve my Lord better and be a “lifter” 
rather than a leaner. Feeling my 
need for strength and health more 
poignantly than usual one evening, I 
picked up THE SuNDAY ScHOooL TIMEs, 
hoping to find in it a message of com- 
fort. But before reading, I lifted my 
heart to God and asked Him to speak 
some words of hope and assurance to 
my heart. Then opening my eyes, they 
were drawn as if by a magnet to the 
message at the bottom of the first page, 
“Comfort for Dark Days,” and the fol- 
lowing words met my eyes: “For I 
will restore health unto thee, and I will 
heal thee of thy wounds, saith the 
Lord” (Jer. 30:17a). 

I knew these words were meant for 
me and were mine, and, thanking Him 
for them, I claimed the promise then 
and there, and since then I have been, 
trusting Him to perform it. How won. 
derfully He has confirmed this prom- 
ise unto me, for since that evening He 
has done just as He said He would do, 
and health and healing have been 
given “exceeding abundantly above all 
that we ask or think.” All praises to 
Him! It is good to take God at His 
word and prove Him, for our God is 
a faithful God and He will not fail His 
trusting -child. I do thank Him for 
sending that message in “Comfort for 
Dark Days,” and for using it to meet 
my need.—A Virginia reader. 


On the day my ,copy of THE SuNDAY 
Scuoot TIMEs arrives, the first thing 
I look at is the verse from “Comfort 
for Dark Days.” Last week when I 
received my copy for December 24, 
God spoke so plainly to me from the 
verse, “For the people shall dwell in 
Zion at Jerusalem: thou shalt weep 
no more: he will be very gracious unto 
thee at the voice of thy cry; when he 
shall hear it, he will answer thee” 
(Isa, 30:19). 

Many times throughout my life the 
Lord has been gracious to me at the 
voice of my cry. I wish to praise and 
magnify His holy name, in this letter, 
and to say a sincere “Thank you” to 
the TIMEs. ed need truly was great 
that day, and the Lord knew it all, and 


(Continued on page 80) 
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The Bible— What It Is Not and What It Is 


“The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth 
understanding unto the simple” (Psa. 119:130) 


Ts Bible is a unique book; there 
is not another like it in all the 
world. It is often called “The Book 
of books.” This title is applicable, not 
only because this one Book is made up 
of many books, but also because it stands 
pre-eminently above all other books, 

After a lifelong conversance with liter- 
ature, in which he did the world great 
service. Sir Walter Scott, in his last 
illness, requested his son-in-law, Lock- 
hart. to read to him. When asked from 
what book, he replied: “Need you ask? 
There is but one.” And Lockhart read 
to him from the Bible.! 

To a dying man—and we are all dying 
men—there is but one book worthy of 
consideration. 

The 
books, 
persons, in at least 
It was Ww! 


hundred years, 


3ible is composed of sixty-six 
thirty-five or more 
three different lan- 
itten during a period 
and yet it fits 
together and harmonizes as perfectly as 
the stones in Solomon’s Temple, which 
were prepared in the quarry beforehand, 
and when brought together, so perfectly 
had they been prepared that “there was 
er nor axe nor any tool of 


writien by 


guages. 


of fifteen 


neither hamm 


iron heard in the house, while it was 
in building” (1 Kings 6:7). 
Wuat THE BisLe Is Not 


The Bible is not a textbook on science. 
It was not given to teach science, in the 
sense that we generally think of that 
word, and yet it agrees with every 
known fact of science. There is today, 
as there was in Paul’s day, a good deal 
that is called science that is “science 
falsely so-called.” A large share of what 
was accepted as scientific truth yesterday 
as such today, and what is 
accepted without question today as “a 
fact ‘of science” may be discarded to- 
morrow as an exploded theory, 

Five hundred years ago the scientific 
world had accepted as “a fact of science” 
the theory that the earth was flat and 
was the center of the solar system, 
around which all the other planets re- 
volved; and when Copernicus and Gali- 
leo announced that the earth was a 
sphere, and the sun was the center of 
the solar system, around which the earth 
itself and the other planets revolve, 
their teaching was considered heresy, 
and Galileo was brought before the Ro- 
man hierarchy and compelled to recant 
in order to save his life; but now the 
“Copernican System” is universally con- 
sidered as scientifically correct. 


is discarded 


1John Franklin Genung, professor of Liter- 
ary and Biblical Interpretation, Amherst Col- 
lege, in “A Guide to the Biblical Literature,” 
p. 3. 


Oh may these heavenly pages be 
My ever dear delight; 

And still new beauties may I see, 
And still increasing light. 


Divine Instructor, gracious Lord, 
Be Thou forever near; 
Teach me to love Thy sacred word, 
And view my Saviour there. 
—Anne Steele. 








Copernicus completed the full details 
of man’s ideas as to the place of the 
earth in the universe and the motions 
of the heavenly bodies in the year 1530. 
(Americana Encyclopedia, Vol. 7, p. 648.) 

Galileo gained a decisive victory for 
the Copernican system by discovering 
various phases of Mercury, Venus, and 


Mars and the motion of these planets 
around the sun. Galileo’s most remark- 
able discovery was that of Jupiter's 


satellites on January 7, 1610, (Ibid., Vol. 
12, p. 238.) 

Galileo was compelled to go to Rome 
in June, 1633, where he was condemned 
to renounce the great truths he had 
maintained. He was sentenced to the 
dungeons of the Inquisition. The sen- 
tence was commuted to banishment. 
(Ibid., Vol, 12, p. 239.) 

We are not crying out against science. 
Truth courts investigation. The origin 
of the word “science” carries the thought 
of knowledge. But there is much that 
has gone under the name of science 
which is now considered discarded the- 
ory. While the Bible was not written 
as a textbook on science, it is always 
up-to-date in scientific matters. 

Other theories that have 
carded might be mentioned. Theories 
perish, but truth abides. True science 
is built upon established facts. The rea- 
son that the Bible agrees with all known 
facts of science is because the Bible is 
a book of facts. Science is all right in 
its place. There is something lacking in 
the man who cries down science. But 
the Bible was given for a higher pur- 
pose than the statement of scientific facts 
of a secular nature. 

The Bible was not given to teach his- 
tory. Incidentally there is a good deal 
of history in the Bible, but the recording 
of history was not the object for which 
it was written. Nevertheless, its his- 
torical statements are reliable and have 
stood the most searching investigation. 


been dis- 


Not many years ago skeptics ques- 
tioned the Book of Jonah and other Bible 
references to the city of Nineveh, de- 
claring that no such city ever existed, 
as they could find no mention of it in 


By the Rev. W. S. BOWDEN 


ancient history, and that no ruins of 
such a city could be found. But the 
spade of the explorer has uncovered the 
foundation of the city near the River 
Tigris, where the Bible declared it to 
be, and the relics discovered have proved 
the correctness of the Scriptural account, 

The Bible is not a work on literature; 
yet the Bible itself is a masterpiece of 
literature. The great masters in the lit- 
erary field have practically all acknowl- 
ledged their indebtedness to the Bible. 
It contains the finest specimens of both 
prose and poetry. Some of the figures 
of speech used are the most striking. 
Charles A. Dana, for some years editor 
of the New York Sun, was considered 
chief among the editorial fraternity of 
his day. At a gathering of editors he 
addressed them on the qualifications of 
a successful editor, and the first pre- 
requisite he mentioned was familiarity 
with the Bible. He did not recommend 
the Bible from a religious standpoint, 
but as a masterpiece of literature whose 
style was worthy of consideration and 
imitation. 

The Bible was not given to gratify 
man’s curiosity. It is true that the Bible 
does answer some of the great questions 
of the heart, questions which cannot be 
answered from any other source, yet I 
insist that one is not looking at the Bible 
from the right viewpoint when he goes 
to it primarily for the purpose of satis- 
fying his curiosity concerning the pres- 
ent or the future, 

We are living in a world of mysteries. 
Mystery surrounds us everywhere. We 
have to accept as facts innumerable things 
that we do not understand and cannot ex- 
plain. We are curious to know the mys- 
tery connected with these facts, but the 
solution is beyond our ken. “Now we 
see through a glass, darkly.” “The secret 
things belong unto the Lord our God.” 
He has revealed some things; these are 
made known for our good, and He wants 
us to understand and profit by the things 
revealed, 

WHAT THE Brste Is 

It is a revelation from God to man. 
“Holy men of God spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost” (2 Pet, 1:21). 
Paul, writing to Timothy, said: “From 
a child thou hast known the holy scrip- 
tures, which are able to make thee wise 
unto salvation through faith which is in 
Christ Jesus. All scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness: that the 
man of God may be perfect, throughly 
furnished unto all good works” (2 Tim. 
3:15-17). 
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The Bible reveals God’s character, and 
also His purpose and His will concern- 
ing man. We may learn of God’s exist- 
ence and power by the works of nature; 
for “the invisible things of him from 
the creation of the world are clearly 
Seen, being understood by the things 
that are made, even his eternal power 
and Godhead” (Rom. 1:20). “The heavens 
declare the glory of God; and the firma- 
ment sheweth his handywork,” but they 
do not reveal to us His character. The 
tempest, the flood, the earthquake speak 
of His power, but not of His love and 
mercy. If left to learn of God through 
nature alone, such catastrophes as the 
voleanic eruptions of Mont Pelée, Mar- 
tinique, and at Messina, Sicily, might 
lead one to believe that God is unkind 
and cruel, 

Despite such catastrophes, which are 
perplexing, the Bible tells of God’s love, 
His longsuffering, and His mercy, “The 
Lord is . . . longsuffering to us-ward, 
not willing that any should perish, but 
that all should come to repentance” (2 
Pet. 3:9). “God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life” (John 
3:16), 

The Bible reveals God’s purpose con- 
cerning man. “Thou madest him to have 
dominion over the works of thy hands” 
(Psa, 8:6). To this agrees the account 
of His creation in the first chapter of 
Genesis: “Let us make man in our im- 
age, after our likeness: and let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, 
and over the fowl of the air, and over 
the cattle, and over all the earth.” 

The Lord made man to be a sovereign 
over the earth. Adam lost his right to 
this dominion because of sin. The sec- 
ond Adam, the Lord Jesus Christ, came 
“to seek and to save that which was 
lost,” and He shall have “dominion _.. 
from sea even to sea, and from the river 
even to the ends of the earth” (Zech. 
9:10). 

The Bible is the only reliable source 
of information concerning the future. 
Men have reasoned and philosophized, 
they have speculated about the future. 
They have propounded various theories, 
but these theories have failed to satisfy 
the innermost longings of the soul. The 
Bible gives trustworthy information 
concerning life beyond the tomb. It is 
recorded in the Bible that the Lord Jesus 
“brought life and immortality to light 
through the gospel.” 

The Lord Jesus did more than to speak 
authoritatively on the great question of 
immortality. He demonstrated and illus- 
trated it by going into death and coming 
out again, to live forevermore. Listen 
to His cheering words recorded in the 
Book of the Revelation: “I am he that 
liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am 
alive for evermore, Amen; and have the 
keys of hell and of death.” And to His 
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disciples He said, “Because I live, ye 
shall live also.” 

The Bible was written that we might 
believe and be saved. The heart of the 
Bible is Christ, about whom all God’s 
thoughts and plans revolve. He is the 
full revelation of the character of God. 
He redeems back to God a sin-ruined 
race of beings, 

Search the Scriptures for salvation, 

Christ the Lord has told us so; 

Every tongue and every nation 

Should the Holy Bible know. 

The Bible is something more than a 
code of laws and statutes; it is God’s 
Letter of instruction, warning, and en- 
couragement to His children. The Bible 
was not written all at once and given 
to us; but year after year, and genera- 
tion after generation, God continued to 
give us book after book, until the Bible 
was completed, 

And what a wonderful Book it is! Are 
you poor? Much of the Bible is ex- 
pressly for your benefit. Are you rich? 
God there speaks to you many times. If 
you are wise, or lacking in wisdom, 
there is instruction in this Book for you, 
If you are in distress, you may find great 
consolation. If you are prosperous, you 
will still find words directed to you. 


January 24, 1953 


There is ‘no possible condition in which 
you may be placed but that you will 
find instruction in this blessed Book suit- 
able to your circumstances, 

The Bible is a large, beautiful tree, 
which bears sweet fruit for those who 
are hungry, and affords shelter and shade 
for pilgrims on their way to the City 
of God. 

It is a cabinet of jewels and precious 
stones, which are not only to be looked 
at and admired, but used and worn, 

It is a telescope, that brings distant 
objects and far-off things near, so that 
we can see something of their beauty 
and importance. 

It is a treasure-house, a storehouse, for 
all sorts of valuable and useful things 
which are to be had without money and 
without price. 

Like a star of the morning in its beauty, 

Like a sun is the Bible to my soul; 
Shining clear on the way of love and 
duty, 
As I hasten on my journey to the goal. 
’Tis the voice of a friend forever near me, 
In the toil and the battle here below, 
In the gloom of the valley it will cheer 
me, 
Till the glory of His Kingdom I shall 


know. 
Author unknown. 
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The Bible Has All the Answers 


Why neurotics, instead of rushing to a psychiatrist, need first to try out God’s Word 


By the Rev. R. C. THOMAS, M.D. 


The author of this article writes from an unusual background. A 
graduate of Harvard College in 1896, Harvard Medical School in 1902, 
and Newton Theological School in 1904, he went out to the Philippine 


Islands as a medical missionary, 


Union Mission Hospital in Iloilo, P. I. 


Later he was placed in charge of 


His postgraduate training includes 


work at London Tropical School and courses under Zeugniss of Vienna 

and Bishop Angus Dunn, and Wilde of Cambridge, and he has read 

widely in psychiatry. His pastoral work in America includes charges in 
Salem, Mass., Freetown, Mass., and New York City. 


HE Bible answers all our needs. Let 

us consider some of them—that of 
good health, to prove this general state- 
ment true! We are convinced that too 
many Christians doubt it, as they are 
running in increasing numbers to psy- 
chiatrists for recovery from troubles bet- 
ter adapted to a cure in the Bible way. 
Without discounting the value of psychi- 
atrist, surgeon, and medical internist 
when really needed (the catch is here), 
we believe the Bible always should be 
given the preference, with a fair trial 
first! Its promises cover every need, in- 
cluding those due to sin, which the psy- 
chiatrist ignores. His method of cure is 
to bring up the elusive “repression,” 
which he blames for our “neuroses,” 
from its hidden lair in the “unconscious,” 
and, presto, it automatically evaporates 
by exposure! Yet for a complete and 
lasting cure for body, soul, and spirit, 
sim must be recognized and vanquished 


—an impossible task for the psychiatrist! 

For such a cure, however, the suf- 
ferer must treat the Bible as fairly as 
he would treat the psychiatrist. He must 
come to it in faith, in a teachable spirit, 
or en rapport, as the psychiatrist would 
call it. Next, his bodily and mental con- 
dition must be receptive, relaxed, and 
wholly yielded. Next, he must find ap- 
propriate verses: for his need, or obtain 
them from some Bible-believing minis- 
ter. Next, he must really “take” this 
medicine of the Word by giving it his 
wholehearted attention—literally ‘“ab- 
sorbing” it by constant repetition, learn- 
ing it by heart as a rule, a significant 
expression, for “out of it [the heart] are 
the issues of life” (Prov, 4:23). Every 
teacher knows the value of such memo- 
rizing! 

As a physician, well acquainted with 
psychiatry, and as a minister, with a 
profound respect for the dynamic power 
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of Scripture, let me repeat my convic- 
tion that too many patients visit a psy- 
chiatrist for their frayed nerves, name- 
less fears, and frustrations who had 
better first have turned to the Bible. 
They are too likely to be problem con- 
scious, as the saying goes, rather than 
power conscious! Perhaps “sin lieth at 
the door’—not the damning sin that 
would send them to perdition, but those 
lesser sins we call “mistakes,” that “be- 
set us” to the very end as they did the 
Apostle Paul, sins which lure us from 
the straight and narrow path, as we fail 
to take advantage of the “lamp unto 
our feet,” the Word of God! From such 
bypaths the psychiatrist cannot rescue 
us, for he ignores sin. But the Bible 
can and does rescue those who treat it 
fairly. Find the needed verses; accept 
and obey them; pray and remain stead- 
fast in the faith; and, lo, we are healed 
permanently! 

Appropriate Verses for Various Needs 

How fine it would be if some studious 
minister would isolate, assemble, and 
list, under the appropriate headings of 
our various needs, all such verses! 
But until this happy day may dawn, we 
must search them out ourselves. Here 
are just a few. 

1. Acknowledge our sinfulness.—“For 
I acknowledge my transgressions” (Psa. 
51:3), David’s heartbroken cry. 

2. Confess our sins.—“If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just to for- 
give us our sins, and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9), Not 
all our neuroses by any means can be 
attributed to repressions into the uncon- 
scious. Too often, alas, the secret sins 
that caused them we have hidden in our 
conscious: and if not so recognized, God 
can and will reveal them to us if we 
ask Him! Sin acknowledged and con- 
fessed means forgiveness and cleansing, 
which is all important. Even the psy- 
chiatrist feels cleansing essential—his 
“catharsis”! 

3. Trust God’s promises.—‘Who for- 
giveth all thine iniquities; who healeth 
all thy diseases; who redeemeth thy life 
from destruction” (Psa, 103:3, 4). Here 
God has grouped the three essentials, 
forgiveness, healing, and redemption, and 
His promise covers them all. 

Once we have taken these initial steps, 
the rest of the “treatment” should follow 
naturally. We are off to a good start. We 
perforce will wish to “know” Christ, 
whom to know is life eternal (John 17: 
3). For that the Bible guides us, Jesus 
said, “Search the scriptures . , , they 
are they which testify of me” (John 
5:39). 

Do it in faith—“But without faith it 
is impossible to please him” (Heb, 11:6), 

A live faith that works.—“Even so, 
faith, if it hath not works, is dead, be- 
ing alone” (Jas, 2:17). 

Resulting in patience—“The trying of 
your faith worketh patience” (Jas. 1:3). 

And her perfect work.—“But let pa- 
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tience have her perfect work” (Jas, 1:4). 
No fret, no worry, sudden anger, or 
resentment, or similar flaws are found in 
such a program; and to these irritants of 
the soul many neuroses unquestionably 
are due, as well as gastric ulcers and 
other diseases. The preventive treat- 
ment of the Bible forestalls them, and 
checks them if already under way. 

Countless other verses will throng 
upon us, once we begin searching for 
them. For example, we may quote a 
few that cover our special needs: 

For troubled hearts——“Let not your 
heart be troubled: ye believe in God, 
believe also in me” (John 14:1). 

For the nervous.—“Peace I leave with 
you, my peace I give unto you: not as 
the world giveth, give I unto you” (John 
14:27). 

For the distracted and frustrated.— 
“Great peace have they which love thy 
law: and nothing shall offend them” 
(Psa. 119: 165). 

For peace of mind.—“Thou wilt keep 
him in perfect peace, whose mind is 
stayed on thee” (Isa, 26:3). 

For the tempted.—“God . . . will with 
the temptation also make a way to es- 
cape, that ye may be able to bear it” (1 
Cor. 10:13)—the best “escape mechan- 
ism” known! 

For the bereaved.—“In my Father’s 
house are many mansions: . , . I goto pre- 
pare a place for you” (John 14:2)—a 
promise for all who love and obey Him. 

For sinsick souls.—“Come unto me, all 
ye that labour and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest. . . . And ye shall 
find rest unto your souls” (Matt, 11:28, 
29); “All that the Father giveth me shall 
come to me; and him that cometh to 
me-I will in no wise cast out” (John 
6:37). 

For wayward thoughts.—“Commit thy 
works unto the Lord, and thy thoughts 
shall be established” (Prov. 16:3). 

For doctrinal doubt.—“If any man will 
do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, 
whether it be of God, or whether I 
speak of myself” (John 7:17). 

For financial fears.—“Trust in the Lord, 
and do good; so shalt thou dwell in the 
land, and verily thou shalt be fed” 
(Psa, 37:3); “I have been young, and 
now am old; yet have I not seen the 
righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging 
bread” (Psa. 37:25). 

For nameless fears.—“Yea, though I 
walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death, I will fear no evil: for thou 
art with me” (Psa, 23:4); “There is no 
fear in love; but perfect love casteth 
out fear” (1 John 4:18). 

For the friendless.—“There is a friend 
that sticketh closer than a _ brother” 
(Prov, 18:24); “Ye are my friends, if ye 
do whatsoever I command you” (John 
15:14). 

These are just a few of the innumer- 
able promises to cover our immediate 
needs; but once we have accepted them, 
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there are plenty more to keep us from 
backsliding. If obeyed, they will keep 
us in His will far better than a psychi- 
atrist’s “reintegration.” But, at the out- 
set, we must remember Jesus’ warning 
and accept it: 

Turn from sin.—Jesus said, “Behold, 
thou art made whole: sin no more, lest 
a worse thing come unto thee” (John 
5:14). This first step is all important. 
Others follow. 

Seek Christian fellowship.—“And he 
[Christ] is the head of the body, th: 
church” (Col. 1:18); “Not forsaking tl 
assembling of ourselves together” (Heb 
10:25). 

Be pure—“Know ye not that ye are 
the temple of God, . . . If any man defile 
the temple of God, him shall God de- 
stroy” (1 Cor. 3:16, 17). 

Be calm.—“Rest in the Lord, and wait 
patiently for him: fret not thyself... 
because of the man who bringeth wicked 
devices to pass” (Psa, 37:7). 

Be prayerful.—“Pray without ceasing” 
(1 Thess, 5:17); “Be still, and know that 
I am God” (Psa, 46:10). 

Be contented.—‘I have learned, in 
whatsoever state I am, therewith to be 
content” (Phil. 4:11). 

Complete security.—“I will lift up mine 
eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh 
my help” (Psa, 121:1); “The eternal God 
is thy refuge, and underneath are the 
everlasting arms” (Deut, 33:27). 

Final triumph.—“Mark the perfect man, 
and behold the upright: for the end of 
that man is peace” (Psa, 37:37). 
Wholeness and Holiness 

What a fine word this is to end with! 
It is truly the harbinger of health, for 
health’s root meaning is “wholeness,” or 
“holiness,” the Bible’s favorite word or- 
dained of the “Prince of Peace.” Such 
wholeness never can be completely real- 
ized from bodily healing: it means being 
whole in body, soul, and spirit. 

Does it not all simmer ‘down, then, to 
this one important issue? Must Chris- 
tian neurotics rest content with a psychi- 
atrist’s assurance that repressions into 
their unconscious are wholly responsible 
for their unfortunate condition; or 
frankly admit that sin and its unholy 
influence, that lures them into burying 
it deep in their conscious, where it fes- 
ters and ferments, until their bodies re- 
spond with fears and frustrations, needs 
a Heavenly Father's forgiveness? 

If that be true, why not confess and 
be absolved? We are living in an in- 
creasingly materialistic age, and psychi- 
atry, like everything else, suffers from 
it. The supernatural is ignored: yet the 
Schools of Parapsychology at Duke and 
Harvard University are coining terms 
like “precognition,” or peering into the 
future, and the “ESP” (Extra Sensory 
Perception), which seems to be flirting 
with the occult! If science can go that 
far, need we apologize for our belief 
in the supernatural and in the dynamic 
power of God’s Word, which, through 
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its “incorruptible seed” (1 Pet, 1:23), 
generates new birth and healing, not 
only for body and mind, but also for 
the immortal soul as well? 

Can anyone doubt that there were neu- 
rotics among the converts of a Finney 
and a Moody, who never heard of the 
unconscious? If God could heal the 
brokenhearted then, can He not do so 
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now? Or is “his arm shortened”? We 
cannot believe it! And, while we are 
glad to give due credit to scientists for 
their cures of truly pathological cases, 
we must still maintain that God’s cures 
through His Word, while “marvelous in 
our eyes,” are real. They should receive 
our first attention, 


GEORGETOWN, MAss, 


Bible Reading —the Need of Today 


How the Scripture Union method of systematic, devotional 
reading of God's Word has helped millions 


“cc AVE you noticed how many great 

men today—statesmen, politicians, 
military leaders, as well as religious 
leaders—are stressing the need for peo- 
ple everywhere to get back to the read- 
ing of the Bible, if we are in any way 
to cope with the terrible situations in 
the world today?” 

“Yes, I have. And I for one would 
like to read my Bible, but I just can’t 
seem to understand it. I've started at 
Genesis several times, but before I’ve 
read many chapters, I get out of my 
depth.” 

“Have you ever thought of using some 
definite system with helps, like those 
prepared by the Scripture Union? That 
is what I do.” 

“The Scripture Union? 
that?” 

“Well, it is a very simple plan de- 
signed for people like you and me, to 
provide a system for reading through 
the Bible—about fifteen verses a day. 
Only you don’t start at Genesis and go 
right through. You read first a Book 
in the Old Testament, and then a Book 
in the New Testament; and they have 
‘Notes’ explaining the portions, too, 
which are used by thousands of peo- 
ple. In fact, the cards showing a list 
of Scripture portions for the year are 
printed in approximately a hundred lan- 
guages, and there are over a million 
members in different countries all round 
the world. It has certainly helped me 
in reading my Bible, and, you know, I've 
actually come to love reading it. I’ve 
come to know the Lord in a way that I 
never did before, and to see something 
of His great principles and purposes. 
Life itself has taken on a new meaning 
since I’ve been reading His Word reg- 
ularly. As the Scripture Union motto 
says, ‘Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet, 
and a light unto my path,’ but it’s more 
than that. I’ve found a deeper purpose 
in life—indeed, “I've learned how really 
to live! And it was the Scripture 


Whatever is 


Union that helped me, simply because 
it has kept me reading God’s Word 
regularly and systematically, and prayer- 
fully, too, because we always pray the 
Psalmist’s prayer, ‘Open thou mine eyes, 
that I may behold wondrous things out 
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of thy law’ (Psa. 119: 18), before we read 
our daily portion. And when you really 
mean it. God answers your prayer, and 
He does show you wonderful things in 
His Word.” 





This conversation could be repeated 
over and over again. Everywhere men’s 
hearts are failing them for fear, and for 
looking after those things which are 
coming on the earth. Everywhere peo- 
ple are confused and perplexed, seek- 
ing for a guide in life, a purpose in life, 
for something established and enduring 
in this chaotic and changing world. Even 
among Christians there is often discour- 
agement and dissatisfaction, lack of spir- 
itual growth, unfruitfulness in service. 
Yet surely there was never a day when 
there was more concern with getting 
the most out of life. 

On the physical plane, more is written 
and discussed on the subject of diet, food, 
how to keep well and to live long than 
ever before. In the social sphere, every 
possible attraction is offered by the 
world to “see life” to the full, and pro- 
vision is made through al] sorts of gad- 
gets and amusements and thrills, that 
might be expected to accomplish this— 
except that those who follow this way 
find, as Solomon of old, that these things 
do not satisfy the human heart, that in- 
deed “all is vanity,” and that there is 
little to give stability and direction in 
a day such as ours. 

When we come to the spiritual realm. 
we find that the Lord alone has the an- 
swer. Christ said, “I am come that they 
might have life, and that they might 
have it more abundantly”; but His 
thought is far higher and greater than 
the world understands. He said, “A 
man’s life consisteth not in the abun- 
dance of the things which he possess- 
eth,” for He knew that He had made us 
for Himself, and that our hearts would 
ever be restless till they found their 
rest in Him. Therefore He decreed, from 
the foundation of the world, that “man 
shall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God.” His Word was to be 
man’s spiritual food, his guide, his pro- 
tection. If this is so, then how tremen- 
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dously important, how precious indeed 
must His Werd be. And how’ needful 
it is that we read it, feed upon it, and 
live by it. 

A large company of people, however, 
like the speaker at the beginning of this 
article, do desire to read the Scriptures, 
but need help in their reading. The 
problem is not exactly a new one. In 
fact, it is the problem that, nearly two 
thousand years ago, confronted the treas- 
urer of the Ethiopian court, who, when 
reading the Scriptures, was asked by 
Phflip if he understood what he was 
reading, and replied, “How can I, except 
some man should guide me?” (Acts 8:31.) 

It was to meet such a need that the 
Scripture Union was formed on April 
1, 1879. It is the oldest society of its 
kind. It provides some guidance through 
its plan of daily Bible Readings, and its 
expository and dévotional “Notes” on 
Scripture portions are written by men 
of God endued by the Holy Spirit wi h 
a gift of teaching. and thus bring to 
members a wealth of Bible study and 
Christian experience. The Society is in- 
terdenominational and evangelical, and 
establishes an unwavering faith in the 
power of the Bible by inducing a great 
love for its sacred pages. It is a strong 
bulwark against all attacks upon the in- 
tegrity of Scripture, and exactly what 
is needed in these “perilous times.” Its 
growth has been world wide, and it has 
become the handmaiden of many mis- 
sions, and now consists of a happy, 
world-wide fellowship of Bible lovers 
and readers; numbering over a million, 
who daily read and feed upon God's 
Word. 

The principle adopted is to read 
through the Bible in five years. While 
the Bible contains sixty-six books, it is 
in reality one, and like any other book 
must be read through if the whole mind 
of God as revealed in His Word is to 
be understood. In the New Testament, 
the whole of each book is read, with 
slight exceptions—two of the Gospels 
and two or three of the Epistles being 
taken each year. From the Old Testa- 
ment books, most portions, with the ex- 
ception of those that are not suitable for 
public reading, are chosen. As far as 
possible the Old and New Testament 
books are read alternately, the Psalms 
being interspersed between them. The 
daily readings average twelve to fifteen 
verses in length, and, while suited to 
members of all ages, are specially help- 
ful to young and busy people. 

The “Explanatory and Devotional 
Notes” (90 cents a year) are published 
in bi-monthly booklets, and are graded 
for all ages. “Daily Notes” and “Daily 
Bread” (each 90 cents a year) give help- 
ful comments on the Scripture portions, 
invaluable for use in private devotions 
or the family altar; these are prepared 
for adult readers. “Key Notes” (75 cents 
a year) are specially suited for teen- 
agers, from twelve to sixteen. “Junior 
Notes” (75 cents a year) are brief, sim- 





a ee 








OEE 


Se Re eae ween Wan 








ee 


2s eee wenn: 


crete 





Lesson for February 8 


ple outlines on shorter readings, for 
children under eleven years of age. 
“Bible Study Notes” (90 cents a year) 
deal with longer portions of Scripture, 
particularly chosen for those who desire 
more serious Bible study and who are 
able to give more time each day to this 
delightful occupation. 

The Scripture Union is a God-inspired 
method and incentive to profitable Bible 
reading, being particularly helpful for 
boys and girls and young people, whether 
individually or in Sunday school groups, 
camps, and the like. Letters are con- 
stantly received recording God's bless- 
ing through the daily Scripture portions 
and the accompanying “Notes.” A whole 
family, to whom someone had anony- 
mously sent “Daily Notes,” was con- 
verted as a result of reading God's own 
Word. 

A girl of thirteen writes: “Thank you 
for continuing to send me the Notes: 
they have helped me to keep close to 
the Lord.” 

A young woman testifies: “I don’t 
know what I would do without my S. U. 
Notes. It is like having a Bible teacher 
at your elbow.” 

A pastor writes: “Thank God for the 
Scripture Union. My parishioners are 
now coming out to the prayer meeting, 
reading the Bible, and taking an inter- 
est in the work of the church.” 

Branches formed in connection with 


Ill. How To Become “Partakers of the Divine Nature’ 
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churches, Sunday schools, hospitals, 
youth organizations, schools, business 
houses, and the like, have proved an 
efficient way of leading people on to 
know the Lord and His Word, and we 
heartily recommend it as a fruitful 
source of Christian service to anyone 
who may be led to act as a secretary 
and form a branch. 

To become a member and to receive 
the “Daily Notes” for a year costs only 
$1, less than two cents a week. All that 
is necessary is to write to the North 
American Headquarters at 30 St. Mary 
Street, Toronto, Can. Individual copies 
of the “Notes” will gladly be sent for 
15 cents each, or Membership Cards with 
list of Scripture portions for the year 
may be had for 10 cents, together with 
any further information which may be 
desired. Application forms and the cards 
are so worded that no pledge is exacted; 
membership in the Union is to be re- 
garded as a privilege. 

May God stir up many to realize in a 
new way the need for daily reading and 
meditation upon His Word, which is 
“able to make wise unto salvation”; and 
which will enlighten us in God’s perfect 
plan for our lives, solve many of the 
problems which face us today, and lead 
us into that full life in Him that is His 
desire for His people, 

ToRONTO, CAN, 


The necessity for the new birth 


OU will remember that, in two 

articles that have preceded this one, 
we have already thought of two things 
that the Lord spoke of as being neces- 
sary for true spiritual living. Each 
statement began with the word “except,” 
and with this little word He introduced 
the necessity for true righteousness, and 
the necessity for repentance. In this 
article we will consider another of these 
necessities, namely, the necessity for the 
new birth. The statement concerning 
this fact is found in the third chapter 
of John’s Gospel, where it occurs twice, 
in the third and fifth verses. Accord- 
ing to that record, the Lord said to Nico- 
demus, a scholar and a member of the 
highest national court of the Jews, the 
Sanhedrin, “Verily, verily, I say unto 
thee, Except a man be born again, he can- 
not see the kingdom of God,” and again, 
“Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a 
man be born of water and of the Spirit, 
he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God.” These tremendous statements of 
the Lord present to us in very clear and 
unmistakable terms the fact that unless 
and unti] a man has experienced what is 
referred to as the “new birth,” or being 
born again, he can neither see nor under- 
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stand the Kingdom of Heaven, much less 
enter it. I find a great many people are 
quite confused as to what is meant by 
being born again, so let us think about 
that for a few minutes at the start, 


THE New BIRTH 


When we speak about a baby’s being 
born, we mean that a new life, which 
was never here before and can come 
into the world in no other way than 
through that process which we speak 
of as birth or generation, has come into 
being. It is at the same time somewhat 
of a miracle and also a mystery, but the 
result is very plain and is one that is a 
very great cause for joy. In the same 
way, when we speak of a man’s being 
born again, we mean that a new life has 
entered into his heart, a life that was 
never there before and a life which can 
be received or experienced in no other 
way save through this mysterious proc- 
ess which we call regeneration. 

Now it is true that while none of us 
can remember the time when we were 
born physically, we are not the least bit 
uncertain as to the fact that we were 
born. Our very existence and conscious- 
ness are absolute proofs of that fact. In 
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the same way it is quite possible that 
many of us cannot look back to the time 
at which we were born again, neverthe- 
less*as we look into our hearts and real- 
ize the love that is there toward our 
Lord and toward all those who are His, 
we can have no doubt whatsoever as to 
the reality of the fact in our own lives. 
John, in the first chapter of his Gospel, 
in speaking of the Lord, writes, “He 
came unto his own, and his own re- 
ceived him not. But as many as re- 
ceived him, to them gave he power to 
become the sons of God, even to them 
that believe on his name: which were 
born, not of blood, nor of the will of 
the flesh, nor of the will of man, but 
of God” (1:11-13). To those who re- 
ceived Him He gave power to become 
the sons of God, and these people, John 
says, were “born .. . of God.” When a 
man opens his heart in full surrender 
and faith to the Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Holy Spirit immediately transplants into 
the heart of that man the divine life of 
the Lord Himself. That is the miracle 
of the new birth and of being born again. 
It is a supernatural work of grace that 
takes place not as the result of man’s 
effort or intentions, or conduct or char- 
acter, but purely as the result of his 
acceptance into his heart and life, for 
time and for eternity of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
THE ISSUE 

The result of this experience is seen 
in every part of a man’s life and being. 
As that divine life which has been trans- 
planted in him begins to develop and 
grow, the results are seen in every phase 
of his existence. A new eharacter at 
once begins to form, which possesses 
new interests and new appetites. A new 
interest in spiritual and heavenly things; 
a new desire to read and understand 
God’s Word; a new enjoyment in sing- 
ing His praises; a new realization of 
the need to pray and to spend time in 
quiet fellowship with the Lord in order 
to receive His guidance and His power. 
With that also develops a new affection 
for al] those who have had the same 
experience and have also become mem- 
bers of the same family of the household 
of God. As John writes in his first 
Epistle, “We know that we have passed 
from death unto life, because we love 
the brethren.” 

The great issue at stake is as to how 
this transformation of life and character 
can be obtained. Is it through regenera- 
tion or reformation? If it is possible 
through reformation—and many people 
today are saying that it can be accom- 
plished in this way, and many institu- 
tions are run on that supposition—then 
regeneration is unnecessary and the. 
death of the Lord Jesus Christ also was 
unnecessary. To say that is to say that 
His whole life and teaching were a 
huge blunder and His death was a 
supreme tragedy, as indeed many are 
today saying. 

However, with all man’s boasted re- 
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sources and the capacities within his 
mind and nature as are revealed in his 
inventive genius and his cultural devel- 
opment, and the like, the condition of 
the world today forces any thinking per- 
son to recognize the fact that the human 
race is standing on the edge of an abyss 
and that man’s moral nature has shown 
no improvement during the past 2,000 
years. Now all facts of history go to 
prove that reformation is not sufficient, 
and that only as a completely new life 
and power are received in a man’s heart 
can the transformation of life and char- 
acter which must be brought about for 
a real change be affected. The Lord’s 
words, “Ye must be born again,” come 
to us with all the greater significance 
after these 2,000 years than when they 
were uttered to Nicodemus, for 2,000 
years of human effort have proved fruit- 
less. 

These words came as a shock to Nico- 
demus, just as they have come as a shock 
to many today. Nicodemus was a man 
of noble birth, of outstanding education 
and scholarship, of a deeply religious 
nature and of unquestioned piety. In 
his own mind, he was fully convinced 
that he, by reason of his birth, of his 
conduct, and of his character, was al- 
ready in the Kingdom of God and was 
enjoying the benefits of God’s rule, The 
Lord’s statement fell with a shattering 
blow across his preconceived notions. 
These words meant that, not only was 
Nicodemus outside the Kingdom, but he 
had never even glimpsed it and was 
totally ignorant of its real nature and 
privileges. ° 

What is this Kingdom? To be in the 
Kingdom of God means that one is di- 
rectly and consciously under the rule 
and sovereignty of God Himself, living 
in obedience to His will and in the en- 
joyment of His presence and being a 
recipient of His power. These are priv- 
ileges that are granted only to those who 
have been born again, and born again 
as the result of a definite personal trans- 
action with the Lord Jesus Christ in 
which He has been received into the 
heart as Saviour and is acknowledged 
as sovereign Lord of the life, to whom 
all decisions are referred, the fulfillment 
of whose will sets the standards of con- 
duct and of speech. + 
Bernc Born OF WATER AND OF THE SPIRIT 

There is a twofold phase of this new 
birth that the Lord mentioned the second 
time that He spoke of the necessity of 
being born again. This reference is found 
in the words, “Born of water and of the 
Spirit.” The first thing of which a man 
is conscious when he comes into the 
presence of God is his sin and the need 
for pardon. Being born of water means 
the cleansing from past sins and the 
blotting out of the past record of failure, 
Being born of the Spirit, however, is 
a guarantee for the future, for with the 
cleansing of the past comes a new power 
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for the future, even the power of the 
Holy Spirit. This and this alone enables 
a man, not only to receive new ideals 
and a new goal, but to live them out and 
to make progress toward the perfect 
righteousness of God in his daily living. 
O Thou who art the giver of every 
good and perfect gift, we praise Thee 
for Thy gift of eternal life to all 
who come to Thee in repentance 
and in faith. We thank Thee for the 
knowledge that we have been born 
again and thereby have become 
members of the family of the house- 
hold of God. Grant to us, we pray, 
a deeper understanding of this mir- 
acle of grace, that we may the more 
worthily live as Thy children and 
may be better prepared to lead 
others into the way of life. Through 
Jesus Christ our Lord we ask it. 
Amen. 
(To be continued) 


A United Protestant’ Declaration 
Against the 
Revised Standard Version 


SIGNIFICANT “United Protestant 
Declaration and Testimony” in de- 
fense of the Scriptures as the Word of 
God, issued by the American Council 


of Christian Churches, was signed, dur- | 


ing the month of December, 1952, by 
1,127 Protestant ministers from 75 Prot- 
estant denominations in the United 
States and Canada. It is worthy of note 
that the denominations represented in- 
clude not only those affiliated with the 
American Council but the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S, A., United Presby- 
terian Church of North America, the 
Methodist Church, the Baptist General 
Convention of America, the American 
Baptist Convention, and the like, 

Following a preamble, which declares 
that the Revised Standard Version of 
the Bible, published by the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America, is the Bible 
of Modernism and Higher Criticism, the 
following ten points are made: 

1. The new translation removes_ the 
teaching of the virgin birth of our Lord 
Jesus Christ from the Old Testament. 
In Isaiah 7:14 “a young woman” is sub- 
stituted for the word “virgin,” which has 
been infallibly interpreted in Matthew 
1:23 by the Apostle Matthew as meaning 
virgin. The removal of the word “vir- 
gin” from Isaiah eliminates the mir- 
aculous element which the context ex- 
plains God was giving to the house of 
David as a sign, 

2. Numerous penengee throughout the 
translation teaching the deity of Christ 
have been removed and others have been 


toned down. Psalm 2:11 and 12, which’ 


declares, “Kiss the Son, lest he be an- 
gry,” has dropped all reference to the 
Son. Psalm 45:6, which, in the King 
James Version, reads, “Thy throne, O 
God, is for ever and ever,” and is de- 
clared to apply to the Son in Hebrews 
1:8, in the new version eliminates all 
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reference to God and the Son. The 
translators tell us that they use “thee” 
and “thou” to denote deity, and “you” 
and “yours” otherwise. Therefore, Peter's 
great confession in Matthew 16:16, “Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the living 
God,” is now a denial of Christ's deity 
by the Revised Standard Version ren- 
dering, “You are the Christ.” 

3. The ‘translators, in numerous places, 
substitute their own conjecture for ren- 
derings which they are themselves un- 
able to understand. ‘These have been 
indicated by “Cn” and in some instances 
not indicated at all. 

4. The translators are themselves men 
of liberal or modernist views in the pres- 
ent day ecclesiastical struggle. There- 
fore, the Bible may properly be called 
the “modernist Bible” because it reflects 
in so many ways their liberal theological 
position, 

5. The new version indicates in no way 
the words supplied by the translators 
and not found in the original language. 
The italics as found in the King James 
Version indicate such words. 

6. The preface to the book makes it 
clear that the translators did not con- 
sider the Bible to be the Word of God. 

7. The effort of the National Council 
of Churches to set itself up as a com- 
petent authorizing agency for the new 
Bible is presumptuous. Neither the 
National Council nor any other Protes- 
tant body has the right or authority to 
assume such a prerogative among Prot- 
estants. Only the Spirit of God has 
authorized the Bible which belongs to 
all the people of God. 

8. The securing of royalties from the 
sale of the book by the National Coun- 
cil of Churches represents a commercialy 
izing and profit enterprise on the part 
of the Council for the promotion of its 
own particular liberal and modernistic 
ideas and programs, which implicates 
every purchaser of the Bible. 

9. The widespread propaganda and 
fanfare in behalf of the Bible, with the 
holding of 3,000 rallies across the United 
States, all in advance of the release and 
introduction of the Bible, involved a 
procedure which has led many to pur- 
chase and commend the book sight un- 
seen. 

10. The use of such a Bible by the 
church of Christ will bring untold harm 
not only to the ministry of the church 
but also to the souls of men. 

The Declaration closes with the state- 
ment that the signers are opposed to 
the entire program represented by the 
Revised Standard Version of the Bible, 
and a call to fellow Christians to con- 
tinue to use the time-honored King 
James Version. 

Copies of this Declaration and Testi- 
mony, with space to include the name 
of the pastor-signer, the church, and the 
denomination, may be obtained from the 
American Council of Christian Churches, 
15 Park Row, New York 38, 


w 


The absolute necessity of the new 
birth is a certainty. We shall never 
poison our people with the notion that 
a moral reformation will suffice, but we 
will over and over again say to them, 
“Ye must be born again.”’ No, we dare 
not flatter our hearers, but we must 
continue to tell them that they are born 
sinners, and must be born saints, or they 
will never see the face of God with ac- 
ceptance.—Charles H,. Spurgeon, 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 6. FEBRUARY 8. JESUS TEACHES GOD'S GRACE 


Matthew 20; printed text, verses 1-16 
Golden Text.—For by grace are ye saved through faith, and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God.—Eph. 2:8 


THE Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Matt. 20:1 For the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man 
that is an householder, which went out early in the morning 
to hire labourers into his vineyard. 

2 And when he had agreed with the labourers for a penny 
a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 

3 And he went out about the third hour, and saw others 
standing idle in the marketplace, 

4 And said unto them; Go ye also into the vineyard, and 
whatsoever is right I will give you. And they went their 
way. ; 

5 Again he went out about the sixth and ninth hour, and 
did likewise. 

6 And about the eleventh hour he went out, and found 
others standing idle, and saith unto them, Why stand ye here 
all the day idle? 

7 They say unto him, Because no man hath hired us. He 
saith unto them, Go ye also into the vineyard; and whatso- 
ever is right, that shall ye receive. 

8 So when even was come, the lord of the vineyard saith 
unto his steward, Call the labourers, and give them their 
hire, beginning from the last unto the first. 


9 And when they came that were hired about the eleventh 
hour, they received every man a penny. 

10 But when the first came, they supposed that they should 
have received more; and they likewise received every man 
a penny. 

11 And when they had received it, they murmured against 
the goodman of the house, 

12 Saying, These last have wrought but one hour, and thou 
hast made them equal unto us, which have borne the burden 
and heat of the day. 

13 But he answered one of them, and said, Friend, I do 
thee no wrong: didst not thou agree with me for a penny? 

14 Take that thine is, and go thy way: I will give unto this 
last, even as unto thee. 

15 Is it not lawful for me to do what I will with mine 
own? Is thine eye evil, because I am good? 

16 So the last shall be first, and the first last: for many be 
called, but few chosen. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 











The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 
T IS a pity that there is a chapter 
I division at this place in Matthew’s 
Gospel. It separates the parable of 
our lesson from the circumstances that 
called it forth, and the separation has 
done more than anything to confuse the 
meaning. More than any of our Lord’s 
parables, this one needs its setting in or- 
der to be understood. 

The story goes back to the rich young 
ruler, and his refusal to leave all and 
follow Jesus. After watching the sad 
figure of the departing youth, our Lord 
—doubtless with a deep sigh—turned to 
His disciples and spoke solemnly of the 
perils of wealth. But all the time that 
Jesus was showing how riches so en- 
snared men as to render their salvation 
impossible apart from special divine ac- 
tivity, Peter’s mind was revolving around 
the difference between the rich young 
ruler and himself; and the more he 
thought about it, the more virtuous and 
the more entitled to recognition he be- 
came in his own eyes, till he could con- 
tain himself no longer: “Behold, we have 
forsaken all, and followed thee; what 
shall we have therefore?” The emphasis 
is, of course, on the “we,” with “I” thor- 
oughly understood! 

Strangely enough, Jesus did not turn 
on him with stern rebuke, as he de- 
served, and as we deserve every time 
we congratulate ourselves on our conse- 
cration and begin figuring out our re- 
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ward. Instead, our Lord told His dis- 
ciples of the special reward which 
awaited them (chap. 19:28), and then 
enunciated the general principle of a 
hundredfold return for every sacrifice 
made for Him (v. 29). But having done 
so, He issued His solemn warning about 
first-rankers who will find themselves 
very much in the rear, while others who 
seemed to bring up the rear will be ad- 
vanced to first place in the everlasting 
Kingdom. The parable now before us is 
His illustration to enforce that truth, and 
it cuts clean across Peter’s wretched 
speech, and our equally wretched 
thoughts. 


Verse by Verse 

Matt. 20:1—“An householder, which 
went out , , . to hive labourers into his 
vineyard.” At vintage time, more work- 
ers are needed than ordinarily. The 
market place was the meeting place for 
employers of labor and day laborers 

Verse 2.—“Agreed with the labourers 
for a penny a day.” The coin referred 
to (called a shilling in the R.V.), repre- 
sented the usual daily wage of a Roman 
legionary, and of a laborer. 

Verse 3.—“And he went out about the 
third hour.” Whether because he was 
still shorthanded, or out of the benevo- 
lent purpose to give more men work, 
we are not told. 

Verse 4—“Whatsoever is right I will 
give you.” No set bargain was struck. 
They had to trust the householder’s sense 
of justice, and they did, without question. 

Verse 5.—“About the sixth and ninth 


hour, and did likewise.” Now it begins 
to look as if the motive in hiring were 
more philanthropic than commercial. 
Where were all these men in the early 
hour? Perhaps asleep! 

Verse 6.—“The eleventh hour ,. . Why 
stand ye here all the day idle?” Now 
it is fully evident that this householder 
was more concerned about men than 
grapes. The sight of men wasting the 
day grieved him. 

Verse 7.—“Go ye also . . . and whatso- 
ever is right, that shall ye receive.” It’s 
never too late to start. Once again the 
men go on the basis of pure trust in the 
goodness of the householder. 

Verse 8.—“Call the labourers ,. . . be- 
ginning from the last unto the first.” 
The Hebrew law demanded that each 
day’s work be paid for the same day 
(Lev, 19:13). The order of payment was 
the reverse of the order of hiring. 

Verse 9.—“They . . . that were hired 
about the eleventh hour ,. . . received 
every man a penny,” the amount for 
which those hired in the morning had 
bargained. This was an act of gener- 
osity, not a matter of bargain. 


Verse 10.—“The first . . . supposed that 
they should have received more.” Hav- 
ing begun on a bargain basis, they 
thought to come out on the side of 
bounty. 


Verse 11.—“They murmured against 
the goodman.” He had been just with 
them, and bountiful to. others, so there 
was no good reason for complaint, 


Verse 12.—“Us, which hawe borne the 
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burden and heat of the day.” This be- 
gins to sound like Peter in chapter 19:27! 
It was not his wrong to them, but his 
goodness to others, that stirred their 
complaint. 

Verse 13.—“I do thee no wr0ng: didst 
not thou agree with me for a penny?” 
They had taken legal ground, and they 
were being paid in legal coin. 

Verse 14.—“Take ... and go... I will 
give.” It was none of their business what 
the goodman gave to others, so long as 
he kept his contract with them. 

Verse 15.—“Is it not lawful for me... ? 
Is thine eye evil, because I am good?” 
The sovereign right and the goodness 
of the master are here contrasted with 
the envy of these laborers. God's good- 
ness is sovereign, and His sovereignty is 
good. 

Verse 16.—‘“So the last shall be first, 
and the first last.” The emphasis is on 
the “so.” The parable shows the “how” 
of this strange proposition. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The parable of our lesson is part of 
our Lord’s answer to Peter’s question, 
“What shall we have?” To get the heart 
of its meaning we should have Christ's 
whole answer in view. That answer is 
in three parts, dealing with ye (the dis- 
ciples), every One, and many. 

In chapter 19:28 the Lord gives a spe- 
cific reply to Peter’s question: “Ye 
which have followed me, in the regen- 
eration when the Son of man shall sit 


in the throne of his glory, ye also shall. 


sit upon twelve thrones, judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel.” The apostles, 
then, will have central] places in the mil- 
lennial Kingdom. 

In the following verse Jesus enlarges 
the scope of His answer to include all 
who suffer loss for His sake. They shall 
have a hundredfold return, with life 
everlasting. So others besides the apos- 
tles will be in line for reward, 

Then the Lord issues a warning. Peter's 
question betrayed a spirit which has no 
place in the Kingdom of God, and which, 
if allowed, will certainly prove damag- 
ing in the day of reckoning. That is the 
bargaining spirit, the spirit that serves 
for so much. Such a person might serve 
diligently and zealously from his earliest 
years to a ripe old age, but the value of 
all his service would be grievously di- 
minished, so that some obscure person, 
who was late in entering the service, 
might be found away ahead of him. It is 
not length of service that finally counts, 
but the selflessness of it, and the trustful- 
ness of it. 

The parable of the laborers in the 
vineyard is the illustration and explana- 
tion of this warning. The first men 
hired bargained with the householder, 
and he was true to his bargain. Those 
who came later cast themselves on his 
bounty, and they received bounty, 

The selflessness of Peter’s afterlife 
showed that the warning had not heen in 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
5. (18) February 1.—Possessions and 
the Kingdom Matthew 19 
Next Week’s Lesson 


7. (20) February 15.—Whose Is the 
Kingdom? Matthew 21:1 to 22:14 








vain. When he accepted the Cross, and 
was filled with the Holy Spirit, his bar- 
gaining gave place to abandonment. The 
rewards indicated for faithfulness are 
a legitimate incentive, especially in days 
of discouragement, but they are not of- 
fered as the motive of service. Let it 
rather be this: “The love of Christ con- 
straineth us.” 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The workers are hired (Matt. 20:1-7) 

2. The wages are paid (vs, 8-10) 

3. The complaints are answered (vs, 11- 
15) 


4. The principle is defined (v. 16) 


Topics for Development 

Our Father. Besides being a warning 
against covetousness, this parable pre- 
sents a lovely picture of ‘our Heavenly 
Father. In the householder’s answer to 
the complainers, our Lord brings out 
three facts about the Father: 

1. He is just. “Friend, I do thee no 
wrong.” No one will ever be able to 
uphold a charge of injustice or inequity 
against God. 

2. He is sovereign. “Is it not lawful 
for me to do what I will with mine own?” 
This thought is too much obscured to- 
day. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HAT gave rise to the parable of 
our lesson? 

2. With whom was Peter comparing 
himself when he asked his selfish ques- 
tion? 

3. How did Christ answer Peter's ques- 
tion? 

4. What statement is this parable in- 
tended to elucidate? 

5. What is the significance of the 
“penny”? 

6. How do you explain the house- 
holder’s willingness to hire men at the 
eleventh hour? 

7. What was the big difference be- 
tween the men hired in the morning 
and those hired later? 

8. What three great truths about God 
are presented in the householder’s vin- 
dication of his action? 

9. On what basis did the householder 
deal with (1) the men hired in the morn- 
ing. (2) the men hired at the eleventh 
hour? 

10. How does this parable illustrate 
Christ’s text? (chaps. 19:30; 20:16.) 


(Answers on page 77) 
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3. He is bountiful. “I will give unto 
this last .. . I am good.” We can say 
with the psalmist, “The Lord is good to 
all: and his tender mercies are over all 
his works” (Psa. 145:9). 

Interpreting the Parable. I have just 
been reading an exposition of this par- 
able by a noted preacher of a past 
generation. He objects to the interpreta- 
tion which we have followed in this les- 
son on the ground that it presents a scene 
of strife and envy and faultfinding in 
Heaven, when the rewards are distrib- 
uted (vs. 11, 12). Apparently the good 
preacher for the moment forgot the very 
genius of a parable. This is not a 
heavenly story, but an earthly story, told 
to give point to a heavenly truth, and it 
was necessary to introduce that touch 
of conflict in order to bring out the truth 
which Jesus had in mind. Of course 
there will be no murmurings in Heaven, 
but there will be the sad discovery that 
much boasted service counted for little 
in the Lord’s sight, and the glad discov- 
ery that much that was discounted here 
was highly esteemed by Him. 


Personal Applications 

Those who have forsaken most for 
Christ talk least about it. 

The surest way to a front seat in 
Heaven is willingness to take a back 
seat here, 

Ask for justice, and you will get it: 
trust His grace, and you will receive His 
bounty. 

It is not length of service that counts, 
but the spirit in which it is rendered. 

This parable is no encouragement to 
wait till the eleventh hour: you may 
be called away at the sixth hour, 


Golden Text 
Eph, 2:8.—“For by grace . . , through 
faith _. , the gift of God.” The Golden 
Text suggests an evangelistic application 
of the parable. Deal with God on the 
basis of Law, and by the Law you will 
be judged. But lay hold of His grace, 
and salvation full and free will be yours 
—the gift of divine bounty through our 
Lord Jesus. - 
ELMHURST, ILL, 
we 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HyMNS 
“Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts” 
“Wonderful Grace” 

“Just As I Am, Thine Own To Be” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, who dost know each heart. 
search and try us, showing us the things 
in our lives that grieve Thee, teaching 
us to hate them, and helping us to for- 
sake them. Fill us with love for Thy- 
self and for all that is pure, good, noble, 
and right. Help us to serve Thee, not 
seeking a place for ourselves nor the 
praise of men, but doing Thy will out 
of pure love to Thee. Enlighten our 
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minds with Thy truth, and establish us 
in Thy ways. Protect and direct our 
way, and may we serve Thee better 
than we know. To the needy, the sick, 
and the troubled, grant Thy merciful 
aid, inspiring and using all who work 
to heal and help the afflicted. Bring the 
kingdoms of earth under the rule of Thy 
Son. Forgive our sins and give us hum- 
ble, grateful hearts, through Christ our 
Saviour. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Our Lord told the 
story of the laborers in the vineyard to 
explain His words, “Many that are first 
shall be last; and the last shall be first.” 
Perhaps you have looked at your minis- 
ter or listened to a missionary and 





What Counts Most— 
put WHAT YOU Were 
sur Wuy YOU DID wr 


thought how wonderful it is to be a 
leader in God’s work. Then you looked 
at yourself and thought how little you 
can do for Christ. The minister and the 
missionary are among the first in God’s 
work. You are among the last and least, 
But, “many that are first shall be last; 
and the last .. . first.” 

Here is a warning for people who are 
foremost in God’s service. Not all of 
them will be first in the day of reward. 
Some who are first in privileges, first 
in gifts, first in the time given to Christ's 
service and the things done may fail 
to serve Christ with the right spirit 
and motive. Something of the bargain- 
ing spirit, something of seeking our own 
glory and gain may spoil long years of 
prominent work for God. Servants of 
Christ who are first now in position, abil- 
ity, or length of service must keep their 
hearts searched, and serve with pure, un- 
selfish motives. Otherwise they may be 
of the first who shall be last. 

But all the “nobodies” among Chris- 
tians, those with no leadership gift, those 
saved too late to give a lifetime of serv- 
ice, all such should take heart. Many 
that are last shall be first when Christ 
passes on their life and work. A humble 
life faithfully lived, and lowly work well 
done with no thought of reward, but just 
for love’s sake, may be worth more in 
the Lord’s sight than more striking 
things done by leading workers. The 
quality of your work for Christ counts 
for more than its quantity, its aim and 
motive for more than its accomplishment, 
The spirit in which you serve matters 
more than the place in which you serve. 
Keep your heart warm with love toward 
your Lord, and serve Him because you 
love Him, 

Catcary, ALTA., CAN, 











Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents, 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Like unto a man that is an house- 
holder” (Matt. 20:1).—This person is 
also called, “the lord of the vineyard” 
(v. 8) and “the goodman of the house” 
(v. 11). He may, therefore, appropri- 
ately represent our Lord, to whom both 
the “vineyard” and the “house” belong. 

We are definitely told that “the vine- 
yard of the Lord of hosts is the house 
of Israel” (Isa. 5:7). The Church is 
also seen under the simile of a “house” 
(1 Tim. 3:15; Heb, 3:6). 

This “goodman” is seeking laborers. 
The Lord urges and beseeches sinners 
to believe; but He never hires them to 
do so. It is fitting to say, “the labourer 
is worthy of his hire” (Luke 10:7; 1 Tim, 
5:18). Salvation is the gift of God, with- 
out works (Eph, 2:8, 9); but all labor 
after conversion shall be fully rewarded 
(1 Cor. 3:8), 

It is only those already saved by grace 
that are “labourers together with God” 
(1 Cor. 3:9). Although salvation is “not 
of works,” all saved persons are exhorted 
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to “be careful to maintain good works.” 
In fact, we are to be “zealous of good 
works.” 

Romans 12:11 has been aptly rendered: 
“Never let your zeal flag; maintain the 
spiritual glow; serve the Lord.” And let 
us not forget the injunction: ‘“Whatso- 
ever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, 
and not unto men; knowing that of the 
Lord ye shall receive the reward of the 
inheritance: for ye serve the Lord 
Christ.” 

A young preacher who temporarily 
forgot this precious fact, received a re- 
buke from a Christian shoemaker on 
whom he called. After saying, “I have 
come to talk to you about the things of 
God, and I am very glad a man can be 
in a humble occupation and yet be a 
godly man,” the shoemaker said, “Don't 
call this occupation humble.” The 
preacher, thinking he had made a mis- 
take, said, “Excuse me, I didn’t mean to 
reflect on what you do for a living.” 
The man replied: “You didn’t hurt me, 
but I was afraid you might have hurt 
the Lord Jesus Christ. I believe the 
making of a shoe is just as holy a thing 
as your preaching a sermon. I believe 
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that when I come to stand before the 
Lord, He is going to ask, ‘What kind of 
shoes did you make down on earth?’ 
And He might pick out this very pair 
in order to let me look at them in His 
light. And He is going to ask you, ‘What 
kind of messages did you deliver down 
on earth?’ Now, if I made better shoes 
than you made sermons, I will receive 
a greater reward!” 

“He had agreed with the labourers for 
a penny a day” (Matt, 20:2)—A penny 
a day was the prevailing wage in that 
day. He has agreed with us to give 
“according as our work shall be.” 

“I trained such men,” said Cromwell, 
“as had the fear of God before them, as 
made some conscience of what they did; 
and from that day forward, I must say, 
they were never beaten.” It is even 
more necessary that Christians have 
“some conscience” about all the work 
they undertake for their Lord. All such 
shall not fail to be abundantly rewarded 
in that day. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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“About the third .. , sixth .. . ninth 

. eleventh hour” (Matt. 20:3, 5, 6).— 
These hours correspond to our 9 a.m., 
noon, 3 p.m., and 5 p.m. In each case 
he promised to pay the laborers “what- 
soever is right.” 

The Lord is to decide what is right 
for the laborers who have served twelve 
hours, nine, six, three, or one hour. He 
is sovereign, and makes no mistakes. 
“What a heart this reveals! What in- 
finite goodness! that God, who recog- 
nizes every service and suffering done 
for Himself, yet keeps intact the pre- 
rogative of going out at the last moment 
to bring in souls and occupy them with 
what might seem to be a little service! 
But He can give grace to do that little 
well” (Wm, Kelly). 

There have been those who were saved 
and called into the Lord’s service in the 
eleventh hour of their lives, so to speak, 
who accomplished more in that short 
time than others who were saved younger 
and served longer. Paul, last of the apos- 
tles, labored more than all the first ones. 

Recently we entertained a missionary 
and his family in our home. They told 
of an elderly man in Northern Rhodesia, 
who was saved very late in life. He 
was stooped and feeble, and had to use 
a cane. When they would see him hob- 
bling along a trail and asked where he 
was going, he would say, To such and 
such a village “to tell the people of my 
Lord.” On another day they would see 
him going to another village. He grew 
weaker and weaker until his cane was of 
no use to him. In order to get about, it 
was necessary for him to take both his 
hands and pull one foot forward a bit— 
then the next. In that manner he inched 
along to tell his people of his wonderful 
Lord. At last he couldn’t go at all, so 
he asked the missionary if he wouldn't 
go and tell his people of his Lord. My 
missionary friend said, “Yes, indeed I'll 
go, and my wife will go, and my five 
daughters will go, and my two sons will 
also go.” The dear old man in his “elev- 
enth hour” was instrumental in winning 
many souls, and in influencing numbers 
to “go and tell.” 

In all likelihood, he did more in his 
short time of service than many natives 
who had a much longer time in which 
to serve the Lord, 


“Is thine eye evil, because I am good?” 
(Matt. 20: 15.) Because he gave as much 
to those who worked but one hour as 
to those who had worked twelve, he was 
criticized. It was grace on his part to 
act thus, hence all criticism of his action 
was unjustified. We rejoice in knowing 
that grace is not inconsistent with sov- 
ereignty. All Christians should heed the 
good advice of the wise mother to her 
critical son: “Don’t argue, do your work.” 

“Whatsoever good thing any man do- 
eth, the same shal] he receive of the 
Lord” (Eph. 6:8). 

Wawona, CALIF, 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, first let’s get two minor 

details settled before going into the 
most interesting thing in this beautiful 
lesson. “A penny a day” was a normal 
wage for a laborer in Palestine at the 
time of this incident. It was sufficient 
for the support of a man and his family, 
according to living expenses in those 
days. It was the equivalent of one day’s 
wages, and was called also a denarius. 
It had the likeness of Caesar stamped 
upon it, and was the coin for which 
Jesus called when He said, “Shew me 
a penny” (Luke 20:24). Next, the time 
of day. A day was approximately reck- 
oned as from sunrise to sunset. The first 
hour would begin at about what we call 
6 a.m.; third hour, 9 a.m.; sixth hour, 
noon; ninth hour, 3 p.m.; the eleventh 
hour about 5 p.m, 

Jesus told the parable of the man and 
his vineyard to help us understand what 
the “kingdom of heaven is like.” There 
is confusion in the minds of some as to 
the terms “kingdom of heaven” and 
“kingdom of God.” They are alike in 
many respects, but with this difference, 
generally speaking: “The Kingdom of 
God is universal, including all moral in- 
telligences willingly subject to the will 
of God, whether angels, the Church, or 
saints of past or future dispensations; 
while the Kingdom of Heaven is Mes- 
sianic, mediatorial, and Davidic, and has 
for its object the establishment of the 
Kingdom of God in the earth” (Scofield). 
In other words, if you are a believer in, 
and a servant of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Kingdom of Heaven is in you. 

Now for this unique story which can 
mean so much to you and to me, fellows, 
The man went out early in the morning 
and hired some laborers to work in his 
vineyard for a penny a day. At nine 
o'clock he engaged some more laborers. 
telling them he would pay them what 
was right. At noon and also at three 
p.m. he employed some more. Along 
about 5 p.m. he spied some fellows just 
loafing around and asked them why they 
were not at work somewhere. They an- 
swered, “Because no man hath hired us.” 
He told them to go over there and fin- 
ish the day with the others who were 
working in his vineyard and he would 
be fair with them. They went. Then 
came the evening, and the men were all 


called in to receive their pay. To every 
man he gave alike a penny, and the 


whole-day workers were indignant, say- 
ing, “These last have wrought but one 
hour, and thou hast made them equal 
unto us, which have borne the burden 
and heat of the day.” He answered: 
“Did I not give you the wages we agreed 
upon? Have I not the right to give the 
late workers a full day’s pay if I choose 
to do so?” 

Now, fellows, we are apt to sympathize 


with those all-day workers, and think 
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only of them; but that will cause us to 
miss the blessing that our Lord intended 
for us. Think, instead, of those idlers 
who spent nearly all the day loafing and 
only put in one hour’s work in the cool 
of the day. They did not deserve a 
day’s wages—far from it. Their penny 
was unearned and unmerited. And that 
is the best definition of grace: unmerited 
favor. Now think of yourself. How, in 
a thousand ways, the Lord has given to 
you favors you do not deserve; but 
rather, punishment at His hands—and for 
worse than idleness ! You know very 
well what it is. God has been so good 
to you that you can’t live long enough 
to pay Him back. It is by His marvel- 
ous grace that you have salvation, “for 


the wages of sin is death: but the gift 


of God is eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord” (Rom, 6:23). Just 


suppose He had paid you the wages of 
sin! 
Fontana Dam, N, C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
IN THE VINEYARD 


ATERIALS needed: purple and 

green paper, pattern of a bunch 
of grapes, scissors and paste, pencils and 
notebooks. 

Our lesson today is about the laborers 
in the vineyard. This parable, found in 
the first part of Matthew 20, is best un- 
derstood when we read what comes just 
before it in the nineteenth chapter. 

You remember that Matthew 19 ended 
with Peter's question about what re- 
wards the disciples would receive for 
having left all to follow Christ. The 
Lord answered him by telling of the 
hundredfold reward (ten thousand per 
cent), which He guarantees those who 
give up worldly things for His sake. 

Now read the last verse of Matthew 
19. “But many that are first shall be 
last: and the last shall be first.” Then 
read Matthew 20:16, “So the last shall 
be first, and the first last: for many be 
called, but few chosen.” The parable 
of the laborers is set between these two 
verses. It seems that the Lord is teach- 
ing here that His rewards are not given 
according to our estimate of our service 
for Him, but according to His. Certainly 
the “penny” is not representative of eter- 
nal life, for that can never be earned. 
No amount of effort on our part could 
ever earn salvation! Indeed, all the gold 
in the world could not pay for five min- 
utes of Heaven’s joys. Salvation can 
never be purchased or earned, it can 
only be accepted as a free gift. I hope 
every one of you girls has accepted God’s 
wonderful gift of eternal life. But as 
we rejoice in this glorious gift, we should 
pray that we may never forget the in- 
finite cost at which the Lord Jesus pur- 
chased it for us. 

It seems to me that the earnings of 


THE LABORERS 











THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


the various laborers are representative of 
the rewards the Lord offers to those who 
are saved, if they will wholeheartedly 
enter His service. 

Let us read Matthew 20:1-6 respon- 
sively. The vineyard represents the 
nation of Israe] (Isa, 5:7) to which God 
had sent many of His servants in time 
past. The next chapter in Matthew 
makes it clear that the householder rep- 
resents God. A “penny” in those days 
was worth far more than it is now, be- 
ing used as pay for a day’s wages. In 
this story the laborers who went to work 
first were told exactly what they would 
receive, and agreed to work for that. 
Those who went later were not told how 
much they would get, but only that the 
master would give them what was right. 
They evidently believed that he would 
give them fair wages, or they would not 
have gone to work for him. 

Read verse 6 again. This is a good 
question for us to take to heart, “Why 
stand ye here all the day idle?” I won- 
der if the Lord is saying that to some of 
us this morning. Mark 13:34 says, “For 
the Son of man is as a man taking a far 
journey, who left his house, and gave 
authority to his servants, and to every 
man his work.” Are we doing the work 
which the Lord gave us to do, or are 
we Standing idly by? We are living in 
the “eleventh hour” of this world’s his- 
tory, but it is still possible to earn a 
full reward. Those who began work at 
the eleventh hour received the same as 
those who started work much earlier. 
But we must begin at once, or our op- 
portunity will be forever gone. How 
will we feel if the Lord looks at us sor- 
rowfully and says, “Why stood ye here 
all the day idle?” , 

The story is told of a wealthy Chris- 
tian woman who dreamed that she died 
and went to Heaven. In her dream an 
angel led her through the streets of gold 
and pointed out different mansions to her, 
There was a beautiful one for her wash- 
erwoman, so she supposed that hers 
would be even more magnificent, because 
her house on earth far surpassed that 
of her humble washerwoman. But when 
at last they reached her mansion, it was 
not nearly so large or so beautiful as 
the other. The wealthy woman asked, 
“Why?” and the angel answered, “Be- 
cause you have not served the Lord so 
well nor so faithfully as your washer- 
woman has. She sent up far more mate- 


rial to build hers than you did. You 
had your treasure on earth.” The next 
morning began a complete change in 


that lady’s life, and every day thereafter 
she invested her money in heavenly 
treasure. She gave generously to the 
Lord’s work and she took time to teach 
Sunday school, to visit the sick, and to 
serve the Lord in every way she could. 

That was only a dream, but it brings 
out the truth of this lesson. The Lord 
will reward us, not according to what we 
think we deserve, nor according to what 
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other people think we deserve, but ac- 
cording to His estimate of our work. He 
who knows every thought and every 
motive of our hearts will give a perfect 
estimate. 


Our Lord will reward everything done 
for His sake and according to His will. 
Some Christians “stand .. , all the day 
idle.” Others work, but are not care- 
ful to work in accordance with the Word 
of God. Once there was a farmer who 
had to leave his farm for several weeks. 
He told his son just what to do in his 
absence and just how each crop was to 
be gathered, but his son had his own 
ideas. When the fagher came home, the 
barn and fences were freshly painted 
and everything looked lovely, but the 
crops had not been gathered in, and all 
had gone to ruin. The son thought his 
father would be pleased with the fine 
appearance of the place, but he was not. 
He said: “If you had done as I told you, 
we would have had enough money by 
now to paint the place ten times over! 
Now the crops are a total loss, and we 
are in danger of losing the whole place.” 

When we reach Heaven there will be 
many surprises. Some Christians that 
we supposed would get great rewards 
will receive very little. Others of whom 
we have never heard will get great re- 
wards. We will not be rewarded accord- 
ing to how much we have done, but ac- 
cording to how closely what we have 
done coincided with His will. 

Write “Matthew 20” in your notebooks, 
Under that “The Parable of the Labor- 
ers in the Vineyard.” Then make a 
bunch of grapes and under that copy 
verses 6 and 7. 

FERNDALE, WASH, 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Jesus Teaches Who Is Great 

(Matt, 20:20, 21, 24-28) 
SE pictures of (1) a man and a 
woman, (2) Christ with children, 
(3) rich, young ruler. What does Mat- 
thew 19 say the Lord wants of the daddies 
and mothers? of the unmarried people? of 
babies and little children? of young peo- 
ple? Did you find what the young man 
was doing when he was your age? Keep- 
ing the commandments of God. Are you 
doing that? (Review recent memory 
verses about love and forgiveness. In- 

clude the Golden Rule.) 

Prepare figures to represent Christ, 
Zebedee’s family, servants, and fishing 
boat. If you do not have flannelgraph 
materials, cut them from any pictures 
of corresponding size, and paste scraps 
of outing flannel on the back. A plain 
piece of outing flannel thrown over cor- 
rugated cardboard, fiberboard, black- 
board, or even the breadboard from the 
kitchen will suffice for background, small 
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At last you can have all the fa- 
mous Scofield helps in a Bible 
that fits easily into your pocket... 
slips right into your purse. 


The Oxford Scofield is the 
most usefully annotated Bible 
ever prepared. ‘It provides help 
where you need it—on the same 
page as difficult passages in the 
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you get summaries, definitions, 
careful annotations, explanations 
of seeming discrepancies, a 
panoramic view of the Bible, 
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The pocket Scofield includes 
all the features of the Bible that 
have won the devotion of mil- 
lions of conscientious Bible 
readers. Now, they are available 
to you in this wonderful new 
pocket edition — a Bible that is 
as easy to read as jit is to carry. 
Oxford's Pocket Scofield Bibles are 
printed on India Paper in a variety of 
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enough to be held in the lap, or large 
enough to prop up on a chair or table. 

Here is a Bible family. (Place the 
figures on the board.) Father’s name 
begins with Z, Mother’s with S, and both 
the sons’ names with J (Matt. 4:21. Com- 
pare Mark 15:40 with Matt. 27:56 to as- 
certain the mother’s name.) What kind 
of work did the father and sons do? 
(Add the boat.) They must have had 
a good business and were well-to-do be- 
cause they had (Let the children 
find the answer from Mark 1:20, and 
add figures of the servants.) 


One day the Lord Jesus came along 
where the men were at work. (Place 
the figure for Him before James and 
John.) He said to James and John, 
“Follow me, and I will make you fishers 
of men.” What happened then? (Matt. 
4:21, 22. Move these three figures apart 
from the others.) The Lord Jesus had 
a nickname for these brothers (Mark 
3:17). For three years they followed 
Him, listening and learning. (Remove 
these three figures from the board.) They 
were with Him when He raised Jairus’ 
daughter to life (Mark 5:37). They were 
with Him on the Transfiguration moun- 
tain and saw His glory (Matt, 17:1). 
Only they and Peter! 

Then there came times when Salome 
was away from home. (Remove her 
figure.) She and other women followed 
the Lord Jesus and used their money to 
help. Perhaps they cooked the food for 
Him and the Twelve on their travels 
(Luke 8:1-3). On the last trip to Jeru- 
salem they were with Him (Mark 15:40, 
41). The Bible does not tell us any more 
about Zebedee. I imagine he was the 
faithful, hard-working father who served 
the Lord by taking care of his sons’ 
families while they worked for the Lord, 
and kept his wife supplied with money 
that she might help the Lord that way. 
(Remove all figures.) 

Now the Lord had promised His 
Twelve that because they had given up 
homes and money to follow Him, that 
when He sat on His throne of glory, they 
would sit on twelve thrones and judge 
people (Matt. 19:28). Wonderful! But 
there was one more thing James and 
John wanted. They got their mother to 
help ask the Lord Jesus for it, (Place 
the four figures on the board, and read 
Matt. 20:20, 21.) Oh, oh, trying to get 
ahead of Peter, weren’t they! And were 
Peter and the others angry! (v. 24.) No 
wonder the Lord over and over had to 
say, “Love one another”! Again now He 
had to teach them who would have the 
first places: not the ones who wanted 
the highest places so they could boss 
other people around, but the ones who 
worked the hardest to help other people. 
[Jesus said] “Whosoever will be great 
among you, let him be your servant” 
(Matt. 20:26, marginal reading, Memory 
Verse). That didn’t sound like so much 
fun! But, boys and girls, it is still the 
Lord’s way. He did it Himself, (Read 
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v. 28.) He expects you to look for help- 
ful things to do instead of bossing others 
around. It’s fun, too! 
Orono, MAINE, 
we 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1953 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.’ Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

They Want To Earn It.—For by grace 
are ye saved through faith; and that 
not of yourselves: it is the gift of God 
(Eph. 2:8, Golden Text). Mommie was 
washing up the . . . dishes. . . . Jon 
appeared in the doorway and thrust a 
boyish fist at her. It unfolded to reveal 
two pennies, a tax token, and a nickel. 
“That’s all the money I have,” he stated, 
... He leaned dgainst the doorway and 
settled down to a bit of talk, his four- 
year-old face a bit puzzled. “I want to 
earn this money,” he said. “But, Jon, 
Daddy gave it to you. Why do you want 
to earn it?” “Oh, I just want to. I want 
to earn it,” he answered a bit vaguely. 
“Well, Son, you see, Daddy gave it to 
you for a gift because he wanted you to 
have it, so you can’t very well earn 
that money. It is already yours. It has 
been given to you,” Mother replied, .. . 
It is funny how a little thing like that will 
get you started thinking. . . . There are 
so many grown folks who have the same 
trouble with God’s gift of salvation. They 
want to earn it when all the time it is 
a gift! .. . “But I want to earn it.” . , 
How can you, when it’s a gift, and a gift 
from God Himself? Take it then from 
His loving hand, knowing that you could 
never earn it, that you never need earn 
it—From “Mixing Bowl Musings,” by 
Doris Coffin Aldrich. Sent by Grace Rob- 
inson, Topeka, Kans. Prize illustration. 


Commonplace?—And when he _ had 
agreed with the labourers for a penny 
a day, he sent them into his vineyard 
(Matt, 20:2). 

“A commonplace life, 

sigh; 
Yet why should we sigh as we say? 

The commonplace sun in the commonplace 

sky 
Makes lovely the commonplace day. 

The moon and the stars, they are com- 

monplace things, 

The flower that blooms and the robin that 

sings; 

Yet sad were the world and unhappy our 


”" we say, and we 


lot 
If flowers all failed and the sunshine came 


not! 

And God, who considers each separate 
soul, 

From commonplace lives makes a beauti- 
ful whole. 


—Quoted in “Mark These Men,” by J. 
Sidlow Baxter. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
David City, Nebr. 
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Great Grace for the Little Things.— 
And when he had agreed with the 
labourers for a penny a day, he sent 
them into his vineyard (Matt. 20:2). A 
minister called at the home of one of 
the young people of his church. He had 
never met the girl’s people. A very tired 
and worried looking woman answered 
the door, and the minister said: “Mary 
is one of our young folk, and I felt I 
should call on her people; she’s such a 
bright Christian.” “Is she?” was the re- 
ply. “Well, sir, Mary is our eldest 
daughter: we are only too pleased to 
have her attend church a lot, but I have 
been sick for a long time, and as soon 
as Mary gets home from work, she’s off 
again; we see very little of her.” “I'm 
sorry.” said the minister, “she seemed to 
have such grace.” “Maybe so,” said the 
mother, “but she doesn’t show it here; 
she must keep it all for outsiders.” As 
the minister was turning away so dis- 
appointed, the mother said, “Perhaps, sir, 
you can show Mary that it takes great 
grace for the little things, too.”"—As told 
by the minister. Sent by Mrs, J. Shields, 
Toronto, Can. 


His Text for the Aged.—About the 
eleventh hour he went out, and found 
others standing idle (Matt. 20:6). The 
Rev. W. Kingscote Greenland once told 
a fine story concerning Silvester Horne. 
He said: “Horne once asked me if I had 
ever advertised myself to preach a spe- 
cial sermon to old men and women. I 
confessed that I never had. ‘Well,’ he 
said, ‘I did it, and never had so many 
walking sticks and respirators in the 
church before or since. Now tell me 
what I preached on. ‘Oh,’ I answered, 
‘Come sunto me all ye that are weary?’ 
‘No.’ ‘At eventide it shall be light?’ ‘No.’ 
Said Mr. Horne, ‘I took as my text, “He 
went out into the market place about 
the eleventh hour, and said, Go ye also 
into my vineyard.”’”—From “Boule- 
vards of Paradise,” by Dr. F. W. Bore- 
ham. Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, 
Eng. 


Better Be Mute Than Murmur.—They 
murmured against the goodman of the 
house (Matt. 20:11). I have read Of 
Caesar, that, having prepared a great 
feast for his nobles and friends, it fell 
out that the day appointed was so ex- 
tremely foul that nothing could be done 
to the honor of their meeting; whereupon 
he was so displeased and enraged, that 
he commanded al] them that had bows 
to shoot up their arrows at Jupiter, their 
chief god, as in defiance of him for that 
rainy weather; which, when they did, 
their arrows fell short of heaven, and 
fell upon their own heads, so that many 
of them were very sorely wounded, So all 
our mutterings and murmurings, which 
are sO many arrows shot at God Him- 
self, will return upon our own pates, 
or hearts; they reach not Him, but they 
will hit us; they hurt not Him, but they 
will wound us; therefore, it is better to 
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be mute than to murmur.—From Thomas 
Brooks, in “Spurgeon’s Sermon Notes,” 
edited by D. O. Fuller. Sent by Grace 
Robinson, Topeka, Kans, 


Too Late.—Is it not lawful for me to 
do what I will with mine Own? (Matt. 
20:15). I had a chum in school, and 
both he and his wife were very clearly 
called of God to go to Africa as mis- 
sionaries. One Sunday afternoon they 
went and broke the news to her parents. 
They objected, and said, “We cannot 
spare her. We could not think of it. 
We are willing to give her to you, but 
not to Africa.” The young people went 
back and pleaded again and again, but 
the more they pleaded the more objec- 
tions were raised. “We cannot let our 
daughter go to Africa,” they said; “God 
only knows what she might come in con- 
tact with, fevers and other dreadful 
things. She might die, and if she did, 
we would never forgive you.” The young 
folks said, “If God sends us there, He 
will care for us, and we can come back 
every seven years on furlough.” Still 
they objected, and the couple were kept 
from going, and not many months after- 
ward the young wife lay dead in the 
parlor of that home. . After the last rites 
were over, the husband said, “Oh, if you 
had allowed us to go, to keep in the 
center of the will of God! We could 
have been coming back from time to 
time; now it is too late: she is gone alto- 
gether.” And they said, “Oh, if we had 
only yielded to the will of God, but it is 
too late now.” It does not pay to set 
yourself against the will of God.—From 
a sermon by Harry Vom Bruch. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, David City, Nebr. 


There Was One Who Was Willing.—So 
the last shall be first, and the first last: 


for many be called, but few chosen 
(Matt. 20:16). Alexander Duff spent 
most of his long career in India. At the 


end of his life he came to Edinburgh 
and spoke to a great convention. For 
two and a half hours he held the audi- 
ence spellbound as he told about the 
trials and hardships and about the con- 
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quest in the mission field. At the end 
of that time he fainted, and they carried 
him off the platform. When conscious- 
ness was restored,” he cried out, “Take 
me back, I must finish my message.” His 
attendants protested, “You will die if 
you go back.” “I'll die if I don't,” was 
his answer. Again he stood before that 
magnificent audience and poured out his 
heart. “Have you no more sons to send 
to India? Queen Victoria asks for sol- 
diers, and you gladly offer your sons, 
Christ asks for missionaries, and you say, 
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‘No, we have no sons to send.’ If there 
is no one who will volunteer, I’ll go back 
to India, and let them know that there 
is one Scotsman that is willing to die 
for those who sit in heathen darkness.” 
Shall we not be inspired by the exam- 
ple of Alexander Duff to obey the call 
of God and go to the ends of the earth 
for our wonderful Christ? He died for 
us, Shall we not live for Him and, if 
needs be, die for Him?—From Paul W. 
Rood, in the Alliance Weekly. Sent by 
M, Irene Jury, Glendale, Calif, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


AUL liked having company—especially 

when the missionary lady came to visit 
at his house. He put on his very best com- 
pany manners whenever she came, and 
one of the things that particularly im- 
pressed her was that Paul always got up 
from the table and did the dishes—with- 
out even being asked! Now everyone 
knew that Paul really did not like do- 
ing dishes, especially the pots and pans. 
But he did them nonetheless when Miss 
Missionary came. The last time she was 
there, Paul did a strange thing. As soon 
as he had washed the last pan, he hur- 
ried to his missionary bank, turned it 
upside down, and shook it hard, trying 


to get some money out of it. “Paul, 
what are you doing?” his family 
chorused, 


“I’m trying to get some money out of 
my bank. I did the dishes so the mis- 
sionary didn’t have to do them, so I 
really did something for missions. “ And 
since I did something for missions, I 
deserve some missionary money.” 

Poor Paul! He had done the dishes 
not because he loved Mother nor because 
he wanted Miss Missionary to get some 
needed rest, but he had done them so 
that he would get a reward. And, since 
no one had offered him a reward of any 
kind, he had decided to help himself. 

Paul is very much like Peter who lived 
long, long ago when the Lord Jesus lived, 
Peter wanted to be sure that he was go- 
ing to be rewarded in some way for the 
sacrifice that he felt he had made to 
follow the Lord Jesus. That was why 
he said to Him, “We have forsaken all, 
and followed thee; what shall we have 
therefore?” (Matt. 19:27.) Instead of 
being happy that he had been chosen to 
live with and work for the Son of God, 
Peter showed that he was miserably self- 
ish and that he was greatly concerned 
about his reward. Many, many Chris- 
tians today are exactly like Peter, and 
so for them as well as for Peter the Lord 
Jesus Christ told a very important story, 

It was grape harvest time, He said, 
and a certain man needed help to gather 
his grapes. So, early in the morning, he 
hired some men to work for him, and 
promised them one penny in their 
money, which would be the equivalent 
of one day’s wages. At nine o’clock he 
hired some more men to work for him. 
At noontime he found still more men 
who agreed to spend the rest of the day 
gathering grapes. At three o’clock in 
the afternoon, he found other men who 
also went into his vineyard and worked. 
Again at five o’clock, he asked more men 
to work for him. 

When it began to get dark, the man 
had his servant call all those whe had 
worked for him in order to pay them. 
(See Deut. 25:15; Lev. 19:13.) The men 
who had started working at five o’clock 
received one penny; the men who began 
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to work at three o’clock received one 
penny; the men who had gone to work 
at noontime also received one penny; the 
men who had begun at nine o’clock each 
received one penny; and the men who 
had been the first to go into the vineyard 
in the early morning received one penny 
each, 

They looked at the piece of money the 
man’s servant handed them. Then they 
rushed to the man himself and, throwing 
the money down, shouted: “Some of 
these men have worked only one hour 
and you have paid them the same 
amount as you have paid us, We worked 
hard all day long right through the 
scorching hot sun, and all that we have 
received is the same that the others have 
been paid.” 

“I have not done anything wrong,” 
the man replied. “I promised you one 
penny (a day’s wages, remember) if you 
would work for me all day, and you 
agreed to work for that amount. Take 
up your money and go your way. It is 
my will to pay the last man the same 
amount as I have paid you. I can do 
what I wish with my money. Are you 
jealous because I have been good to those 
who are not deserving?” The men, you 
see, were selfish and unhappy because 
they did not receive more than the 
others received, instead of being pleased 
that they had been able to do much for 
the man who hired them. 

When the Lord Jesus finished telling 
this story, He added, “So the last shall 
be first, and the first last.” He told the 
story, remember, for our benefit as much 
as for Peter’s. And He gives us the 
same warning as He gave Peter. Some 
day every Christian will see the Lord 
Jesus Christ in Heaven and He will give 
rewards (Rev. 22:12), not to those who 
have worked for Him simply to get re- 
wards. No, indeed! His rewards will be 
for those who have worked for Him be- 
cause they love Him and because they 
want others to know Him, too, 

LANCASTER, PA, 


This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 70) 

1. Peter’s boast and question in Mat- 
thew 19:27. 

2. The rich young ruler, who refused 
to leave all for Christ (vs, 21, 22). 

3. With a statement of the special place 
of the apostles (v. 28), a general prom- 
ise to all who suffer loss for Him (v. 29), 
and a warning (v. 30). 

4. The statement in verse 30. 

5. It represents a day’s wage of a Ro- 
man soldier and of a day laborer. 


6. Benevolence and compassion, 

7. Those hired in the morning struck 
a bargain; those hired later cast them- 
selves on the householder’s bounty. 

8. His justice, His sovereignty, and His 
goodness, 
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9. (1) Strict justice; (2) pure grace. 

10. It shows that a bargaining spirit 
spoils service and disqualifies the serv- 
ant for a foremost place, while a spirit 
of wi'ling trust gives winning quality to 
otherwise small service, 

ELMHuRsT, ILL, 

we 


The New Reformation 
(Continued from second page) 


mediately would relieve it, or a man 
faint with hard work and needing a few 
biscuits to keep him going until the hour 
of Communion—how could they apply 
for permission to Rome which would 
(in Spain) take at least a fortnight? 





The whole foundation for the dogma 
of confession rests on John 20:23. “Not 
a single New Testament passage recom- 
mends the confession of sins to an apos- 
tle, presbyter, or bishop, nor do we have 
an example of such a practice in the 
Acts of the Apostles. On the contrary, 
Peter said to Simon Magus, ‘Repent 
therefore of this thy wickedness, and 
pray God, if perhaps the thought of 
thine heart may be forgiven thee’ (Acts 
8:22). He did not recommend him to 
make a good confession. Could St, Peter 
have forgotten his own authority to for- 
give sins? 

“It is an inescapable fact that the apos- 
tles and the disciples never made use 
of the supposed authority conferred upon 
them. Could they have left all the faith- 
ful with unforgiven sins when they had 
the power to forgive them all? It is 
inconceivable that the Lord should make 
the salvation of men depend on a pardon 
granted, or withheld, by other men, and 
it is clear that the apostles had no such 
belief.” 

“As to celibacy of the clergy, one can 
only say that if matrimony is a sacra- 
ment, there is no reason to believe it 
the worst sin, the most abominable ac- 
tion for a priest to have a lawful wife. 
The mission of the Old Testament priests 
was holy. They represented God Him- 
self. They were interpreters of the di- 
vine law. They offered sacrifices to the 
Lord on behalf of the people. Their 
mission being so holy, how was it that 
God did not require them all to be celi- 
bate? When Jesus Christ founded His 
Church, which was His spiritual family 
and ours, He took no notice of this sup- 
posed virginity, but chose, as the foun- 
dation stone and as His apostles, men 
who were married. God has never de- 
clared that for a man to be a husband 
and father would disqualify him for 
priestly dignity or divine service.” 

Regatding the alleged infallibility of 
the popes, Dr. Padrosa gives clear analy- 
sis. “The keys” of Matthew 16 were 
given to Peter alone. “There is only one 
thing that St. Peter did by himself and 
which no one else has been able to do, 
that was to inaugurate the era of the 
Church, opening the door of the King- 
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dom of Heaven, first to the Jews and 
proselytes on the Day of Pentecost and 
afterwards to the Gentiles in the house 
of Cornelius. Evidently Christ wished 
to give the keys to St. Peter as the keys 
of a state building, which is to be offi- 
cially opened, are sometimes given to a 
minister of state or governor. The apos- 
tle himself, in the Council of Jerusa- 
lem, refers with satisfaction and legiti- 
mate pride to this unique privilege, ‘And 
when there had been much disputing, 
Peter rose up, and said unto them, Men 
and brethren, ye know how that a good 
while ago God made choice among us, 
that the Gentiles by my mouth should 
hear the word of the gospel and be- 
lieve.’ 

“He does not say, ‘Men and brethren, ye 
know how that a good while ago God 
made choice among us that I should be 
the infallible head of the Church, and 
for this reason I declare and decide ex 
cathedra the subject that is being de- 
bated in this Council.’ 

“Christ never gave the privilege of 
infallibility to anyone, apart from the 
apostles when they wrote, inspired by 
the Holy Spirit... . It is not necessary 
that infallibility be given to anyone else, 
To him who wishes to know the truth 
it is enough to say, pointing to the 
Scriptures: ‘Here it is. Read and put 
into practice what it teaches. He who 
does this will live, while he who de- 
parts from this shall not have eternal 
blessedness.’ 

“The salvation of men depends only 
on Christ. He is the Way. He never 
said that the Church is the Way. ‘I am 
the way, the truth, and the life.’ The 
Roman Church wishes to be the Way 
herself and to be absolute possessor of 
the Truth in order to modify it at will. 
She has placed her clergy in the place 
of Jesus Christ and the Church in the 
place of the Word of God.” 





Such is the testimony of this able and 
experienced thinker who knows Scrip- 
ture and how to interpret it. What a 
power he may be in Spanish-speaking 
lands, for he is platform man as well 
as student. He has left all to follow 
Christ—family, friends, an easy and se- 
cure life, honors, position. 

In the meantime we read of the World 
Council of Churches representatives in 
Lund, cooing and billing over Roman 
Catholic “observers,” whom the Pope has 
dispatched to their doctrinal councils. 
What does it care for these brave and 
conscientious ex-priests who are leaving 
Rome at such self-sacrifice? They do 
nothing for them, nor will they. They 
are otherwise oriented. 

It should not be so with evangelical 
Christians. Refuges should be estab- 
lished for priests, committees to encour- 
age and help them to make their great 
transition. This should be the joint 
enterprise of militant churches and 
evangelical organizations, on different 
continents, 
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“Comfort for Dark Days” 


(Continued from second page) 


the verse from “Comfort for Dark 
Days” truly was a great comfort to me. 
—A Canadian reader, 


How I’ve been helped by “Comfort 
for Dark Days”: First Chronicles 29: 11, 
“Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, and 
the power, and the glory, and the vic- 
tory, and the majesty: for all that is 
in the heaven and in the earth is thine; 
thine is the kingdom, O Lord, and thou 
art exalted as head above all.” This 
is one of the many Scripture verses 
that have been a help to me from 
“Comfort for Dark Days.” 

When I was at America’s Keswick 
at the first July conference of 1950, 
the late Robert McQuilkin was one of 
the speakers. I attended his prayer 
class in the mornings and profited by 
it. He used the Lord’s Prayer, phrase 
by phrase. Since then I’ve searched 
the Psalms to find a real good worship 
prayer, and have started my prayer 
with a verse of a Psalm. I just 
could not seem to get one the way I 
wanted to really express myself until 
I came upon 1 Chronicles 29:11. When 
I did, I said, “Praise the Lord—just 
what I want! what a wonderful way to 
worship God!” More could be said, 
but I'll let the. verse speak for itself. 
We can learn much about praying from 
David’s prayers. My prayer is that 
many more may receive real comfort 
and help from these precious promises, 
—A New York reader. 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, February 8 


Color Is Skin Deep 
(Mal. 2:10; Acts 17:22-31) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HE topic assigned for this second 
Sunday in February is a reminder 
that this day is being observed as Race 
Relations Sunday. For centuries the re- 
lations between those of different races 
has been a touchy and delicate matter. 
Within recent years it has been charac- 
terized by bitterness and violence in 
many parts of the world. We shall need 
to think carefully, and to check our 
thinking with the teaching of God's 
Word, if we are to avoid either of the 
extremes to which many have gone— 
either that of a blind hatred, intolerance, 
or a stupid air of superiority toward 
those of a different color than ourselves, 
or the equally extreme false sentimental- 
ity that seeks to sweep away by legis- 
lation all racial differenees. 
9 
First let us understand that God’s 
Word clearly indicates that all of the 
races on the earth today had a common 
origin. God’s Word, in Acts 17. from 
which our Scripture lesson is taken, 


names God as the Creator of the world 
and all things therein, including all the 
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nations of men (vs. 24 and 26). This 
same truth is stated in Colossians 1:16 
and 17, which speak of Christ as the 
Creator, “For by him were all things 
created, that are in heaven, and that are 
in earth, visible and invisible, whether 
they be thrones, or dominions, or prin- 
cipalities, or powers: all things were 
created by him, and for him: And he 
is before all things, and by him all things 
consist [hang together].” 
ye 
The second truth that we need to see 
is involved in this first truth. Since God 
has made all things and has created all 
men “from one,” He it is who has made 
the white race, the black race, the yellow 
race, the red race, and the brown race. 
Difference in color has not been in- 
vented, as some would seem to want us 
to believe, as a means of keeping the 
other races in subjugation. God made 
them all “of one” (Acts 17:26), but He 
also, as we sometimes fail to quote from 
this same verse, “determined . the 
bounds of their habitation.” Sinful man 
has in some instances broken down the 
barriers and interfered with God’s plan 
for the distribution of the races. Greed 
and hatred and exploitation have caused 
disagreement and misunderstanding and 
maladjustment. 
$e 
A third great truth that we must not 
lose sight of is the fact that it is sin that 
is responsible for much of the under- 
privileged, backward, or downtrodden 
condition of many races. It is sin that 
causes a race to sink down into degra- 
dation when, as Paul points out in Ro- 
mans 1, they turn their backs upon the 
revelation of the true God, as seen in the 
created world, and worship images of 
men, birds, and fourfooted beasts, and 
creeping things, and are, therefore, given 
over by God to uncleanness and vile af- 
fections and a reprobate mind (Rom. 1: 
20-28). It is also sin in the form of greed 
and lust that causes one race to exploit 
another, or to set itself up as a superior 
race and to seek to deny other races the 
privileges of freedom and equality and 
self-respect. 
4 
We need to see clearly, also, that the 
remedy does not lie in the other extreme 
to which a false and maudlin sentimen- 
tality would drive us today. The rem- 
edy for man’s interference with the 
boundaries between the races that God 
has set does not lie in further attempts 
to destroy those boundaries by the inter- 
mingling and interdwelling and inter- 
marrying of the races. This false phi- 
lpsophy brings only added sorrow and 
heartache and misunderstanding. The 
remedy lies in restoring men and women 
of every race to that relationship to God 
which He intended from the beginning 
and under which all can live in peace 
and harmony and love with each other. 
As Christians we need to understand that 
this restoration comes only through faith 
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Religious Bookstore 
for 1953 a NEW TESTAMENT . 
ANY Christians are glad to have Fit In the Language of the People MOODY PRESS 


820 N. LaSalle St. 
Chicago 10, Illinois 


Scripture wall calendars for their 
own use and for inexpensive gifts to 
friends, Sunday school classes, and the 
like. The calendar offered this year by 
The Sunday School Times Company 
measures 10x16 inches and has a cord 
for hanging. The cover is a full-page, 
full-color reproduction of Mueller’s 
painting, “The Birth of Christ.” The 
twelve inside calendar pages carry a 
different full-color reproduction for each 
month measuring 8%x4% inches, includ- 
ing such Bible incidents as “Jesus and 
Nicodemus,” “Christ Among the Doc- 
tors,” “Jacob’s Dream,” “Test of Abra- 
ham’s Faith,” and the like; and such 
famous artists as Doré, Hofmann, Plock- 
horst, and Stemler. 

Large, easy-to-read numerals mark 
the days of the month. There is a Scrip- 
ture verse for each weekday and a mem- 
ory verse for each Saturday. The 
International Uniform Lesson title, 
Scripture reference, and Devotional 
Reading are shown for each Sunday. 
In addition there are daily Bible por- 
tions listed for each month to encourage 
everyday Bible reading. Quarterly phases 
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The Pauline Eschatology. By Geer- 25251 Carillion Hill, Sellersville, Pa. 
hardus Vos. (Wm. B, Eerdmans Pub. 
Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $5.) As the 
title indicates, the study of this volume 
is limited to Paul and to his eschatology. 
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The limits, however, are not rigid, for, 
in one sense of the word, all salvation 
was, for Paul, eschatology and expressed 
in such terms, and in his doctrine of 
last things the apostle leaned heavily 
on other parts of Scripture, 

The author begins with a study of the 
terms and structure of New Testament 
eschatology. This is followed by an 
examination of specific topics: the com- 
ing, the man of sin, the resurrection, 
judgment, and the eternal state. The 
work is that of a careful, competent 
scholar whose desire is to make clear 
the Word of God. 

On the question of Premillennialism, 
the reviewer feels that Vos has missed 
the mark. He accuses Premillennialism 
of “a reckless abuse of the fundamental 
principle of Old Testament exegesis, a 
perversion invading inevitably the pre- 
cincts of New Testament exegesis like- 
wise, heedless of the fact that already 
the Old Testament itself points to the 
spiritualizing of most of the things in 
question” (p, 227). He then attempts to 
show that Paul nowhere teaches Pre- 
millennialism and that, in fact, what he 
does teach is incompatible with an 
earthly reign of Christ. It is not the part 
of a book review to answer every argu- 
ment presented. However, it might be 
pointed out that Vos recognizes two res- 
urrections in the New Testament—one 
a fact literally to be fulfilled in the 
future; the other, a figure of speech for 
our present experience in Christ. Why 
may not the same phenomenon be pres- 
ent in the Old Testament—a literal fact, 
and then its use figuratively to express 
some present spiritual reality? 

Both amillennialists and premillennial- 
ists will buy this book, and both will 
be helped by it. It is the one contem- 
porary and comprehensive work in its 
field. 


The Visions and Prophecies of Zech- 
ariah. By David Baron. (Hebrew Chris- 
tian Testimony to Israel, 189 Whitechapel 
Rd., London, E. 1; $4.) The author’s view- 
point is orthodox, and premillennial. 
His purpose was to provide the church 
with a commentary which was true to 
the doctrine of inspiration (against 
Higher Criticism) and which avoided 
allegorizing (against Amillennialism). 
He brought to the task a rich knowl- 
edge of the Hebrew language, and wide 
acquaintance with existing commentaries 
on Zechariah, both Jewish and Christian, 
It must be said that he accomplished 
his purpose. His exposition and argu- 
ment are clear, and the reader unedu- 
cated in the spheres of apologetics and 
polemics will not find himself at sea. 
Although first published in 1918, the 
work is not out of date, and should be 
widely read today, 


His Sure Return. By Norman B. Har- 
rison, D.D. (The Harrison Service, 3112 
Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis 8, Minn., 
$1.) Under titles beginning with “His,” 
Dr. Harrison has published many useful 
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doctrinal and devotional studies. The 
present revision, issued this year, is a 
valuable compendium of texts, exposi- 
tions, and signs of the times pointing 
to the second coming of Christ. The 
writer’s gift for logical outline and allit- 
eration is much in evidence. In five 
chapters he discusses the signs, proof, pur- 
pose, period, and prospect of the Coming, 
and adds an interesting supplement con- 
taining seven pages closely packed with 
names of famous men and women, from 
the Church Fathers to present-day teach- 
ers and writers, who have been or are 
“witnesses of the Blessed Hope.” 

Dr. Harrison avoids controversial terms 
as much as possible, and adheres closely 
to Scripture. He gives signs foretold in 
the Pentateuch, by major and minor 
prophets, the Gospels, Epistles, and Rev- 
elation. He holds that the coming is pre- 
millennial and, for the Church, before 
the Tribulation. He outlines the order 
of events. Noteworthy are his presenta- 
tion of the many aspects of the Blessed 
Hope for the believer, and what its ef- 
fect should be on his present life. This 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES * (23) 83 


is a useful, up-to-date textbook on a sub- 
ject of great interest to all believers, 


which should instruct, encourage, and 
inspire its readers, 
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Dally Bible Readings en the International 
Lessens, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


February 2 to 8 


Mon.—Matthew 19:27-30. 
Rewards for Obedience. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Then answered 
Peter and said unto him, Behold, we 
have forsaken all, and followed thee; 
what shall we have therefore?” It is 
right to be interested in what we are to 
get for serving the Lord. We served 
the Devil for worse than nothing, but 
thrones and manifold, eternal blessings 
reward our devotion to Christ. The Lord 
looks well to His servants here and here- 
after. Pray for our servicemen in Korea, 
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CHURCH 
HISTORY 


... fascinating, 
deeply instructive 


Tues.—Psalm 27:1-6. 
David’s Confidence in God. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “In the time of 
trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion: 
in the secret of his tabernacle shall he 
hide me; he shall set me up upon a 
rock.” God's past as well as His pledged 
mercies to David gave him safe ground 
for solid hope. When we know God, we 
put all our weight upon Him. We can 
trust Him whatever may befall. Pray 
for Columbia Bible College, Columbia, 
S.C. 
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by Elgin S. Moyer, Th. D., Ph. D. 


30 LESSONS, 2 TEXTBOOKS 


Send for details of this and 20 other 
Moody Correspondence Courses 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 


820 N. LA SALLE ST., CHICAGO 10, ILLINOIS 











72 Times a Year A VITAL TESTIMONY 
when 


“PROPHECY MONTHLY” 


Goes Into A Home 


This compact handbook for 24 years published by the American Prophetic 
League, Inc., contains 48 pages packed with world news of prophetic signifi- 
cance, plus spiritual vitamins so needed by God’s people in these confusing days. 


The fact-finding organization of the League brings to light things of vital 
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find PROPHECY different from any Christian magazine you've ever seen. 
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Lifetime Working Aids for 
Efficient Study and Reference 


The Capstone of Every Bible 
Student’s Library 


INTERNATIONAL STANDARD 
BIBLE ENCYCLOPEDIA 


James Orr, Editor. The complete seference work 
that explains every word of significance in the 
Bible and Apocryphz, plus detailed information on 
archeological discoveries, language, literature, 
manners, customs, biographies of all Bible charac- 
ters, etc. Profusely illustrated, completely indexed. 

Five volumes, $35.00 


EXPOSITOR’S DICTIONARY OF TEXTS 


Nicoll & Stoddart, Editors. Nearly 2,200 pages, 
double column, of the finest homiletic and exposi- 
tory material available, with indexes to some 3,000 
sermons. An omnibus of outlines, sermons, ex- 
positions and illustrations. Two volumes, $15.00 


THE EXPOSITOR’S GREEK TESTAMENT 


W. Robertson Nicoll, Editor. The complete text 
of the Greek New Testament with Grammatical, 
Critical and Exegetical netes, plus dissertations, 
notes and introductions. The finest for New 
Testament study. Five volumes, $25.00 


THE EXPOSITOR’S BIBLE 


W. Robertson Nicoll, Editor. Over 2,000 schol- 
arly, specialized, practical expositions, plus general, 
biographical and literary introductions to each 
book of the Bible. Six volumes, $25.00 


CALVIN’S COMPLETE COMMENTARIES 


John Calvin. Single copies from $3 to $4.50; 
Old Testament complete, 30 worn, =, New 
Testament complete, 15 volum $50. STI- 
TUTES OF THE CHRISTIAN RELIC! ION, 
with New Index, 2 volumes, $9.00. 


KEIL & DELITZSCH COMMENTARIES 


These famous commentaries on the Old Testament 
represent the best of conservative, evangelical 
German scholarship. The complete set, 25 vol- 
umes, $82.50. One, two and three volume units at 
$3.50 per volume. 


THE LIFE AND TIMES 
OF JESUS THE MESSIAH 


Alfred Edersheim. The standard com- 
plete work in its field; over 1500 pages 
with full index and references. “The 

most important general work on the 
life of Christ in our language.” — Dr. 


Wilbur M. Smith. 
Two volumes, $7.50. 


BIBLE HISTORY: 
OLD TESTAMENT 


Alfred Edersheim: This complete, 
unabridged set covers the entire Old 
Testament history in a practical, us- 
able.manner. Two volumes, $10.00. 


HISTORY OF THE 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH 


Philip Schaff. The most complete 
Church History available. Eight vol- 
umes available separately at $6.00 per 
volume. The complete set, $45.00. 


Send for complete descriptive folder. 








“J. F. B.”” BIBLE COMMENTARY 





Complete and unabridged, this Critical and Ex- 
planatory Commentary on the Bible, by Jamieson, 
Fausset and Brown, is loyal to the Bible, compe- 
tently written, ideal for the Bible student Hand 


some binding. Six volumes, $25.00 


THE PULPIT COMMENTARY 


world renowned library of sermon 
mans large-type edition. 
covers the entire Bible, 
23 volumes, $74.50 


The famous, 
materials in the new Ferd 
Orthodox, evangelical, 
most widely used. 


PREACHER’S HOMILETIC 
COMMENTARY 


18,000 pages of homiletic suggestions, e XPo sitions, 
critical notes, illustrations and outli ne -vangelical, 
interdenominational, 36,750 indexed references 

32 volumes, $67.50 


EXPOSITIONS OF HOLY SCRIPTURE 


The monumental work of 











Alexander Maclaren. 


2,000 stimulating expositions remains in demand 
year after year. Eerdmans new, unabridged 
edition now available Eleven volumes, $35.00 


WORD STUDIES IN THE N. T. 


Midway between the exeget- 
ical commentary and the lexicon and grammar, 
this famous work enables one to explore the riches 
of the New Testament without a knowledge of the 
Greek language Four volumes, $20.00 


HANDFULS ON PURPOSE 


James Smith. An immense fund of expository 
outlines, select Bible readings, Scripture studies, 
apt illustrations and ideas for the preparation of 
sermons and talks. $2.50 per volume; 

13 volumes, $30.00 


Marvin R. Vincent. 








SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY 


Charles Hodge. One of the most im- 
portant theological works written in 
America. Three sections: Theology, 
Anthropology, Soteriology. Over 2,000 
pages. Three volumes, $15.00 
THE ANTE-NICENE FATHERS 
Beautiful new library edition. $6.00 per 
volume; Index volumes, No. 9, $3.00. 


The set complete, 10 volumes, $55.00 


NICENE AND POST NICENE 
FATHERS 


Second series. Publication 
1953. Volumes 1 and 2 ready 
per volume. 

The set complete, 14 volumes, $80.00 


during 
$6.00 


Order from your bookseller, or 


WM. B. EERDMANS PUBLISHING COMPANY 


Publishers of the finest, complete, and unabridged study aids 


255 Jefferson Avenue, S. E. 


Grand Rapids 3, Michigan 
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Wed.—Isaiah 38:1-8. 


God’s Grace to Hezekiah. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Remember now, 
O Lord, I beseech thee.” God increases 
blessings to those who seek Him with 
the whole heart and soul. By using the 
ordinance of prayer we may obtain the 
greater blessings of God’s goodness. 
These blessings include pardon, peace, 
power for service, understanding His 
Word, particular providences, the salva- 
tion of souls, and even at times recovery 
from sickness. Hezekiah’s “remember 
now” got results. Pray for Gordon Col- 
lege, Boston, 


Thurs.—2 Corinthians 12:1-12. 
God’s Grace Sufficient for Paul. 
PRAYER SuGcESTIONS: “My grace is suf- 
ficient for thee.” We are the better and 
the better blest, and God is more honored 
and glorified by our hawing a thorn in 
the flesh all through life. It not only 
reminds us of our frailty, and keeps us 


prayerful, but it is very fruitful of good 
to ourselves and others. Job’s troubles 
all issued well. All the martyrs bless 


God for their crosses. Pray for Toronto 
Bible College, Toronto, Can. 


Fri.—Ephesians 4:7-16. 
Grace, the Gift of Christ. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “But unto every 
one of us is given grace according to 
the measure of the gift of Christ.” Spir- 
itual gifts for ransomed souls from the 


ascended Saviour for the welfare of the 


entire body of believers are bestowed 
upon all. What are your gifts for the 
edification of Christians and for win- 


ning souls to Christ? Your talent must 

be used or you will fail Christ. Pray 

for Faith Theological Seminary, Elkins 
Park, Philadelphia, 
Sat.—2 Peter 3:14-18. 

The Need To Grow in Grace. 

PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “But grow in 


grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ.” Christlike- 
ness and spiritual inte a poner insure 
fruitfulness in witness and work. Chris- 
tians can only be useful up to the meas- 


ure of their growth in grace. Little 
grace means little usefulness. Grow in 
grace! No one can grow into grace. 


Pray for Youth for Christ International. 


2:1-10. 
Saved By Grace. 


“For by grace 


Sun.—Ephesians 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: 
are ye saved through faith; and that 
not of yourselves: it is the gift of 
God.” Saved! How sweet the shout 
after a successful rescue! But eter- 
nal salvation of a sinner against God 
—a rebel against the government of 
Heaven—when that soul deserves to 


“perish forever, made possible by the 


grace of God is the sweetest of all 
joyful exclamations, Are you a saved- 
by-grace sinner? Pray for Eastern 
Baptist Seminary, Philadelphia, 











